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GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THIS DOCUMENT

What’s in this document:

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) has prepared this Initial Study, which
examines the potential environmental impacts of the alternatives being considered for the
Project, located in EI Dorado County, California. The document describes why the Project is
being proposed, the existing environment that could be affected by the Project, and the potential
impacts from the Project.

What you should do:

e Please read this Initial Study. Additional copies of this document, as well as its supporting
technical studies, are available for review at the California Department of Transportation
North Region Office of Environmental Management, 2800 Gateway Oaks Drive,
Sacramento, CA 95833, and at the California Department of Transportation District 3 Office,
703 B Street, Marysville, CA 95901. A copy of the Initial Study is also available at the South
Lake Tahoe Branch of the EI Dorado County Public Library, 1000 Rufus Allen Boulevard,
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150.

e We welcome your comments. If you have any comments regarding the Project, please send
your written comments to Caltrans by the deadline.

—  Submit comments via postal mail to:

Jody Brown

Environmental Branch Chief

Attn: Christopher Carlton

California Department of Transportation
2800 Gateway Oaks Drive

Sacramento, CA 95833

— Submit comments via email to christopher_carlton@dot.ca.gov.

e Submit comments by the deadline: January 21, 2008.

What happens next:

After comments are received from the public and reviewing agencies, Caltrans may: (1) give
environmental approval to the Project, (2) undertake additional environmental studies, or (3)
abandon the Project. If the Project is given environmental approval and funding is appropriated,
Caltrans could design and construct all or part of the Project.

For individuals with sensory disabilities, this document can be made available in Braille, in large
print, on audiocassette, or on computer disk. To obtain a copy in one of these alternate formats,
please call or write to the California Department of Transportation, Attn: Christopher Carlton,
Office of Environmental Management, 2800 Gateway Oaks Drive, Sacramento, CA 95833; call
(530) 741-4450; or use the California Relay Service 1 (800) 735-2929 (TTY), 1 (800) 735-2929
(Voice), or 711.
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The following persons may be contacted for addition information concerning this document:

Jody Brown

Environmental Branch Chief

Attn: Christopher Carlton

California Department of Transportation
2800 Gateway Oaks Drive
Sacramento, CA 95833

Abstract

Caltrans proposes to implement water quality improvement measures along a segment of State Route 89 in El
Dorado County to comply with National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit requirements and implement
elements of the Lake Tahoe Basin Environmental Improvement Program. Potential impacts are described, especially
with regard to traffic and circulation (temporary impacts), visual resources, wetlands, sensitive habitats, and plant and
wildlife species.
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PROPOSED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Pursuant to: Division 13, Public Resources Code

Project Description

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) proposes to improve the quality of
stormwater runoff by collecting and treating the stormwater runoff from State Route 89 by
implementing the following improvements where feasible and warranted: rehabilitate existing
drainage systems and install new drainage systems, including infiltration basins and water
conveyance systems; deploy treatment best management practices; provide rock slope
protection; flatten and protect erodible slopes for erosion control; revegetate bare or erodible
areas; where permitted by the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board and Tahoe
Regional Planning Agency, allow sheet flow off of roadways where longitudinal basins are
proposed and spreading of runoff water where feasible in stream environment zone areas; pave
all existing driveway connections within state right-of-way; pave some existing unsurfaced
pullouts and construct new pullouts; place asphalt-concrete overlay (1.8 inches); and dig out
failed pavement sections before overlay. Culverts in poor condition would be lined or replaced.

Determination

This proposed Negative Declaration (ND) is included to give notice to interested agencies and
the public that it is Caltrans’ intent to adopt an ND for the Project. This does not mean that
Caltrans’ decision regarding the Project is final. This ND is subject to modification based on
comments received by interested agencies and the public.

Caltrans has prepared an Initial Study for the Project and, pending public review, expects to
determine from this study that the Project would not have a significant effect on the environment
for the following reasons.

The Project would have no impacts on agricultural resources, mineral resources, population and
housing, public services, and recreation.

In addition, the Project would have no significant impacts on aesthetics, air quality, biological
resources, cultural resources, geology and soils, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology
and water quality, land use and planning, noise, transportation and traffic, and utilities and
service systems.

John D. Webb Date
Chief, Office of Environmental Services—South
California Department of Transportation
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List of Technical Studies Available

The following technical studies were prepared to support the analysis contained in this Initial
Study:

Air Quality Analysis (Jones & Stokes 2007)

Archaeological Survey Report (Jones & Stokes 2007)
Community Impact Assessment (Jones & Stokes 2007)
Historic Property Survey Report (Jones & Stokes 2007)
Historic Resources Evaluation Report (Jones & Stokes 2007)
Hydrology and Water Quality Study (Jones & Stokes 2007)

Initial Site Assessment for Hazardous Waste (California Department of Transportation 2007)

Natural Environment Study (Jones & Stokes 2007)
Noise Analysis (Jones & Stokes 2007)

Visual Impact Assessment (California Department of Transportation 2007)

These studies are available for review at the California Department of Transportation North
Region Office of Environmental Management, 2800 Gateway Oaks Drive, Sacramento, CA
95833, and at the California Department of Transportation District 3 Office, 703 B Street,
Marysville, CA 95901. However, in order to protect the resources identified, and pursuant to
Section 6254(r) of the Government Code, the Archaeological Survey Report is not part of the
public record.
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