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 Comments Received on Draft EIR/EA 

This appendix contains comments received on the DEIR/EA.  A copy of each letter, 
or public comment card is reproduced, followed by the responses to substantive 
issues raised.  The portions of each comment requiring a response have been marked 
with numbers to correspond to the responses.  
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Response to United States Environmental Protection Agency 

1. Changes were made in the Final EIR/EA in response to USEPA concerns 
regarding the cumulative impact analysis. 

2. a) Minimization measures are incorporated in the Final EIR/EA which include 
selecting the alternative which has the least amount of impacts on Waters of the 
U.S. as the preferred, incorporating design changes which avoids directly 
impacting the large pond east/north of the SR 70 / Ophir Road, and the reduction 
of the median to 7.5 m (25 ft) in biologically sensitive areas. 

b) After careful review by Caltrans design, the median width was reduced to 7.8 
m (25 ft) in biologically sensitive areas.  

c) The USACE concurred with Caltrans wetland determination on March 19, 
2004.  In the concurrence letter, USACE indicated that water identified as #18, 
wet meadow (.39 acre) as not within the current jurisdiction of the USACE. 

d) BMPs that will be used to prevent erosion, sedimentation, and turbidity are 
incorporated in the final document. 

3. a) Surface soil samples were analyzed for polychlorinated dibenzo-p-dioxin and 
dibenzo-p-furan congeners using USEPA Test Method 8280A.  In addition, eight 
samples were analyzed using USEPA Test Method 8290.  The predominant 
congener detected at the site was octachlorodibenzodioxin (OCDD).  Within the 
site investigation report for this project, the dioxin and furan results were 
converted to 2,3,7,8-tetrachlorodibenzodioxin (2,3,7,8-TCDD) using the I-Toxic 
Equivalency Factors (ITEFs) developed by an international scientific community 
convened under the auspices of the North American Treaty Organization 
(NATO/CCMS).  The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) adopted 
the I-TEF method in assessing risk to dioxins and furans in Chapter 9 of the 
California EPA 1992 Office of the Science Advisor Guidance.  The HRA selected 
these values because the I-TEFs are the most conservative for the contaminants of 
concern (COCs) present at the site. 

b) Eighty-three samples collected within the potential right-of way were analyzed 
for dioxins and furans.  Detectable levels were noted in 48 of these samples.  Of 
these detections, only one sample result was greater than the USEPA’s 
recommended residential cleanup of level of 1 part per billion (ppb) (a 
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concentration of 3.7 ppb).  The second highest concentration was 0.78 ppb, well 
below the USEPA’s recommended residential cleanup level. 

One of the principal exposure pathways evaluated within the RA was inhalation 
of dusts by surrounding community members (residents and workers) generated 
during project excavation and construction.  This evaluation was completed under 
two scenarios: (1) no dust control, and (2) the implementation of adequate dust 
control measures.  

 Assuming no dust control and using the highest detected concentration of 3.7 
ppb, the total estimated carcinogenic risk for adult residents (2x10¯6) marginally 
exceeded DTSC’s benchmark of 1x10¯6.  Using the maximum detected 
concentration, the total estimated risk for child residents (5x10¯6) also exceeded 
the DTSC’s benchmark.  However, these estimated risk were well within the 
USEPA’s recommended range of 1x10¯4 to 1x10¯6.  In addition, the risk estimated 
using the second highest concentration and assuming no dust control measures 
1x10¯6 for adults and children, respectively) were less than or equal to DTSC’s 
benchmark of 1x10¯6.  In addition, the risks estimated using the second highest 
concentration and assuming no dust control measures 1x10¯6 for adults and 
children, respectively were less than or equal to DTSC’s benchmark of 1x10¯6. 

Futhermore, when dust control measures are utilized, the risks estimated using the 
maximum detected concentrations (7x10¯8 and 2x10¯7  for adults and children, 
respectively) were well below DTSC’s benchmark. Caltrans’ standard dust 
control measures as described in Section 10.1 (Dust Control) of the current 
Caltrans Standard Specifications  would be implemented during site construction.  
Thus, based on the conservative analysis presented in the RA, dioxins and furans 
are not expected to pose an unacceptable risk to residents or other community 
members who may be present in the vicinity of the project site. 

As stated above, the maximum detected concentration was 3.7 ppb 2,3,7,8-TCDD 
equivalents, which is below the USEPA’s recommended range for construction 
and maintenance workers. 

Although the maximum detection was below USEPA’s recommended range, the 
RA evaluated the following exposure pathways for the construction worker: 
incidental ingestion of soils, inhalation of generated dusts, and uptake from direct 
dermal contact.  These pathways were evaluated using the highest detected 
concentration, the second highest detected concentration, the mean concentration, 
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the industrial PRG, and the maximum concentration outside of the areas impacted 
by ‘Wood Treating Area.’  Assuming adequate dust control measures, only the 
highest and second highest soil sample concentrations exceeded the DTSC’s 
benchmark (5x10¯5 and 1x10¯5, respectively).  However, all of the estimated risks 
were within the USEPA’s recommended range of 1x10¯4 to 1x10¯6.  Thus, based 
on the conservative analysis presented in the RA, dioxins and furans are not 
expected to pose an unacceptable risk to construction or maintenance workers. 

d) As stated previously 83 samples collected within the potential right-of-way 
were analyzed for dioxins and furans.  Only one sample result was greater than 
the USEPA’s recommended residential cleanup of level of 1 ppb (a concentration 
of 3.7 ppb).  As described above, the total estimated carcinogenic risks calculated 
for residents and construction workers during the RA were below or within the  
USEPA-recommended range provided that dust control measures are 
implemented in accordance with Caltrans Stand Specifications.  Therefore, no 
unacceptable risks are anticipated to be associated with dioxins/furan-impacted 
soil. 

Review of the boring logs of the 48 samples, which contained detectable 
concentration of dioxins and furans, indicated that the soil matrix was either 
dredged tailings or log deck fill.  Both these soil types were described as gravel 
and cobbles with sand and silt.  The fine materials, (i.e., silts and clays) tend to 
preferentially adsorb low mobility compounds such and dioxins and furans.  Thus, 
dioxin and furan concentrations can be 10 to 100 times higher in this fine material 
than in the gravel and cobbles. The sample collection procedures for this project 
segregated fine material from the gravel and cobbles and preferentially submitted 
the fine material for analysis.  Therefore, the actual COC concentration 
representing the entire soil matrix is expected to be substantially less than the 
reported concentrations.   

The project will likely result in a net import of soil.  Therefore, no soil is planned 
to be exported offsite.  Although there are no identified issues related to exporting 
soil from this site, if excess soil is accumulated during construction, it would be 
sampled, analyzed and if applicable, disposed of in compliance with all state and 
federal laws, as stated in Section 3.3.4 of the FEA. 

e)  Although there is minimal potential risk associated with the COCs in soil, it is 
always in Caltrans best interest to control dust and surface water during 
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construction projects.  Consistent with this, dust migration to air is mitigated by 
Caltrans’ standard dust control measures as described in Section 10.1 (Dust 
Control) of the current Caltrans Standard Specifications, which will be 
implemented during construction. 

To control surface water migration and sediment movement during a construction 
project of this size, Caltrans requires all contractors to prepare and implement a 
Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP).  The SWPPP must comply with 
the Caltrans NPDES General Permit No. CAS000003 describing the best 
management practices (BMPs) to control erosion and sediment transport from 
disturbed areas during construction.  The likely transport mechanism for the 
COCs, dioxins and furans, would be through sediment transport.  Properly 
installed and maintained BMPs that will be required by the SWPPP include 
practices for soil stabilization, sediment control, wind erosion control, tracking 
control, non-storm water management and waste management.  The BMPs are 
intended to prevent contaminant migration from the site during construction, 
thereby preventing potential agricultural and wildlife impacts. 

Following construction, the land controlled by Caltrans will either be covered 
with pavement/vegetation or reserved as a right of way with restricted use, 
thereby preventing exposure to impacted material and thus further limiting or 
preventing potential agricultural and wildlife impacts. 

f) A Sampling and Analysis Plan for non-visible pollutants is required as an 
element in a Caltrans SWPPP.  Although not anticipated to be an issue, Caltrans 
will sample stormwater for dioxins and furans within the first 2 hours of discharge 
from rain events (during daylight hours) that result in a sufficient discharge for 
sample collection. 
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Response to CRWQCB 

The construction general permit (Order No. 99-08-DWQ)(CAS000002) requires that 
all storm water discharges associated with construction activities which disturb areas 
greater than .4 ha (1 acre) of total land area must comply with the provisions specified 
in the general permit, including development and implementation of an effective 
Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP). 

Caltrans has been  involved with the NEPA/404 MOU process for this project. The 
Department has received concurrence on the LEDPA and the Conceptual Mitigation 
and has applied for the individual Section 404 permit and the water quality 
certification (per Section 401 of the Clean Water Act).  

Comment noted. Dewatering is not anticipated on this project.  If dewatering does 
occur, Caltrans will apply for the appropriate permit.
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Response to Mineral Resources, LLC 
 
 
 
Thank you for commenting on the draft environmental document. Caltrans is 
currently installing a traffic signals at the Georgia Pacific and SR 70 intersection to 
help address the safety issue currently present at this location.  Phase 1 of the project 
will make modifications to this intersection (widen to accommodate four lanes), but 
will not affect the configuration of the intersection.  
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Response to Tile Artisans inc 
 

 
 
During the appraisal process, a notice of our intent to appraise your property will be 
sent to the property owner.  At that time, we will ask the property owner to meet with 
the appraiser to provide input regarding all aspects of the property and any 
concerns/options the property owner would like us to consider during the 
appraisal/valuation process.  All impacts to the subject property will be considered 
during the appraisal process to determine fair market value as well as damages, if any, 
to grantors' remaining property.  The appraisal and acquisition agent will be Caltrans’ 
representative throughout the highway project and it is his/her responsibility to 
continually keep the property owner informed as the project and valuation/acquisition 
process progresses.  
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Thank you for your interest. Your comment has been noted. 
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Thank you for your interest. Your comment has been noted. 

 

 




