
ACEC/Caltrans Division of Engineering Services 
Structures Liaison Committee 

MEETING MINUTES 
 
DATE:  January 29, 2016 

TIME: 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

MAIN LOCATION: California Department of Transportation 
 Division of Engineering Services 

1801 30th Street, Room 102 (Farmers Market 1 Building, 1st Floor) 
Sacramento, CA  95816 

VIDEO CONFERENCE LOCATION: District 12 Office, Room 333 
 3337 Michelson Drive, Irvine 
 
Action items in bold text 
 

I. Call to Order 

A. Self-introductions – See sign-in sheet. Gary Antonucci kicked off the meeting as 2016 
Consultant Chair and announced Nien Wang as Secretary.  Gary also announced Jack 
Abcarius will replace Mark Ashley as ACEC regular member for District 11. All thanks to 
Mark Ashley for his contribution for the past 24 years of service for ACEC/DES committee.   

B. Changes to Agenda – No change 

C. Review Previous Meeting Minutes (10/23/15) – Approved, will be posted on website. 

D. Submittal of Annual Report – Emil Vergara/Caltrans stated he received the annual report 
prepared by Mark Ashley (last year Consultant Chair) and will review and get back to us.  

II. Old Business  

A. Technical Workshops:  

1. 2010 Specifications Training – (Jack	Abcarius) 

Jack Abcarius reported that the coming workshop venue will be at AECOM 
Sacramento office. The time and date will be confirmed later. Since Caltrans issued 
memorandum on 12/16/2015 regarding “Implementations of the 2015 Caltrans 
Standard Specifications”, the upcoming spec training will focus on 2015 Standard, 
not 2010 Standard.  Action: Jack to confirm the training time, date and location 

2. Steel Bridge Practice & Caltrans Policy Update (Nien Wang) 

Tom Ostrom confirmed that he will be available in the afternoon on February 26, 
2016.  Since FMP#1 conference room 102 is booked, all agreed to have webinar of 
Steel Bridge Practice and Caltrans Policy Update on February 26.  It will be a three-
hour webinar from 1:00 to 4:00 PM. Action: Tom Ostrom to confirm Agenda title 
and content. Nien will work with ACEC regional reps to confirm contact 
name/location for each site. Gary will send the flyer out by 2/9/16. 
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3. Future Webinars/Seminar (Nien Wang) 
Nien Wang suggested there are several topics that may be considered including Local 
Agency Design Build workshop, Accelerated Bridge Construction (ABC) and etc.  
 

B. Caltrans Education Committee (Gary Antonucci) 

Gary Antonucci stated that classes for 2016 have been set through August. He will get 
invitations to the upcoming sessions from Caltrans through Emil and invite consultants to 
attend. Action: Gary to forward the invite when received from Caltrans. 

 
C. Winter Training (Steve Altman/Mark Reno) 

Steve Altman stated it’s confirmed the Winter Training Webinar for consultants and local 
agencies will be on March 30, 2016 from 7am to 4:30pm.  Details will be provided later 
Action: Mark Reno to coordinate with Steve Altman and provide update and agenda to 
share/distribute soon. 

III. Recurring Business 

A. DES Updates (Shira	Rajendra) 

Shira Rajendra reviewed staff changes, including Mike Keever – New Chief of DES, New 
Interim Deputy Division Chief Janice Benton replacing Mike Keever, and Roberto Lacalle – 
Acting Chief for GS/METS. (See attached Caltrans DES latest Organization chart for Staff 
Changes in 2016) 
 
Shira also stated next 2016-2017 fiscal year statewide work load is going down a little. 
Accelerated Bridge Construction (ABC) is one of the tools Caltrans is focusing on to improve 
the efficiency of construction and save cost. 
 
Tom Ostrom and Steve Altman provided staff changes too. Steve also stated that Caltrans 
construction is meeting with bridge contractors twice a year. Presentation materials have been 
posted on the Caltrans website.  Next presentation is cooling for mass concrete. Dolores Valls 
provided staff changes and element-level inspection program update.  
 

B. DES Updates: Memo to Designers, Technical Research (Tom Ostrom),  

Tom Ostrom stated that several MTD will be updated.   
MTD 8-7, Stay-in-Place Metal Forms has been updated and posted on website. 
MTD 8-6, Concrete Panel is in development 
MTD 20-4, Retrofit is under final review.  
Sudhakar Vatti cleaned up and purged 37 old memos.  
 
Tom Ostrom stated they are in the middle of submission for technical research. 8 proposals 
have been advertised for selection, including: 
 
Ground motion for non-linear analysis. 
Deck design load for analysis, dead load design charts. 
Caltrans is looking for proposal for tip grouting for CIDH piles. 
Caltrans is looking for steel pin-hanger assembly proposal. 
80Ksi rebar for ductile elements 
 
Sudhakar Vatti report that fiber reinforced concrete for bridge decks specification is out. 
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C. CT Abut Update (Tom Ostrom) 

Tom Ostrom stated that CT-ABUT was released through OSFP website in January 2016.  
 

D. Project Development Oversight/Updates/Contracting Opportunities (Shira 
Rajendra/Vong Toan) 

Vong Toan stated Caltrans DES has five contracts in look ahead report:  
  
First two design contracts are Bridge Design PS&E  
The 3rd contract is special finite element analysis, perform modeling. Need IT clearance to 
issue RFQ. 
The 4th contract is Coronado bridge soil spring analysis modeling. Need IT clearance. 
The fifth contract is Technical writing. Caltrans DES would like to hire a consultant with 
engineering background. 
 

E. Statewide ACEC Committee Update (Gary Antonucci) 

Gary Antonucci reported that DPAC is working on pilot procurement program which will 
change interview format and selection criteria, and is also working on streamlining the 
procurement process to cut advertising time, etc.  He also said that A&I is also working on 
guidance for such items as uncompensated overtime, prevailing wage, etc. 

IV. New Business 

A. Element-Level Inspection (Dolores Valls) 

Dolores Valls stated Caltrans is following MAP21 and revised bridge inspection rating for 
State bridges.  Since MAP21 was issued but not well organized, Caltrans is waiting for the 
improved version to complete the state bridge rating update. 
 

B. Local Assistance Manual Updates (Sudhakar Vatti) 

Sudhakar Vatti stated not much happened since last meeting.  He had several meetings with 
headquarter local assistance. Action: Sudhakar to invite Caltrans HQ Local Assistance 
office chief to attend next meeting. 
 

C. Static Load Testing of CISS Piles (Mark Weaver/ Shawn Cullers) 

Mark Weaver questioned that LRFD amendments require that a static pile load test be 
performed on CISS piles with a diameter greater than 36 inches.  He noted that PDA has been 
used for years -can it continue to be used instead having a separate test program.  The 
concern is for small bridge projects, this test program can be overkill.  He asked if the test can 
be waived.  
 
Tom Ostrom answered that specifications need to be followed and a geotechnical engineer 
shall evaluate site condition and make recommendations for Caltrans oversight to 
review/concur. 
 

D. Hydraulic Requirements (Jack Abcarius) 

Jack Abcarius questioned if bridge design based on Q100 is reasonable for all bridges. Since 
the HQ local assistance draft manual has some discussion about it, HQ local assistance office 
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chief will be invited to next meeting to clarify. Action: Caltrans HQ Local Assistance 
office chief to provide response in next meeting 

 
E. Forward Planning for Committee Year (Gary Antonucci) 

Gary Antonucci asked all to brainstorm and provide input for future meeting 
format/procedure. Tom Ostrom suggested to have pre-meeting conference call with small 
core group to sort out agenda items and resolutions and bring the agreed items to the meeting. 
Action: Tom to let us know who from Caltrans will participate in this call. 
 

V. 2016 Meeting Schedule 

January 29, 2016 (4th Friday) 

May 13, 2016 (2nd Friday) 

July 29, 2016 (5th Friday) 

October 28, 2016 (4th Friday) 

 
 

 


