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California's traffic paint program- the development and placing of that broken white line which guides you along the highway-- is
maintained at an annual cost of approximately $700,000. The evolution of that line from city crosswalk delineation through the solid
line of the highway to the reflectorized broken line of today is probably familiar to most motorists. The technology and compositional
factors associated with the development are not so well known, although many of our highway personnel are aware of California's
pioneering in the field. They will remember also the introduction of the "California Formula" which was developed by the late G.H.P.
Lichthardt of the Materials and Research Department of the Division of Highways.

This "California Formula" was used successfully in California for many years and had widespread use in several other states for
a time. It encountered disfavor in the East in later years, partly because of the inconvenience experienced in its manufacture and
partly because of its limited durability in those areas. In California, however, it gave good service on asphaltic pavements as
recently  as 1951. Except for the emergence of national shortages which forced us into other formulations, we would perhaps still be
using this formula, though its relatively slow drying properties would render it very annoying under present day traffic volume. The
temporary shortages made necessary some makeshift substitutions for the emergency, then a program designed to stabilize and
improve our position in this field was begun. Perhaps one should say the program was intensified rather than begun, for
experimentation has been in progress continuously since the adoption of the traffic line as a fixed part of the highway program.
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