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A. Request for Investigation

On April 24, 1957, Mr. O.E. Anderson, Supervising Mechanical and Electrical Engineer requested by letter that the Materials
and Research Department perform a corrosion survey at the Porterville State Hospital under Work Order AR-1072. It was also
requested that the results of the investigation, which were to include an appraisal of the cause of the corrosion problem as well as
remedial recommendations, be forwarded to the Mechanical Section, Division of Architecture.

B. Corrosion History
A complete brief of the corrosion problem has been outlined in a letter dated March 13, 1957, to Walter Rapaport, M.D.,

Director of Mental Hygiene, Sacramento, California, from James T. Shelton, M.D., Superintendent and Medical Director, Porterville
State Hospital.

As outlined by the referenced communication and substantiated by this investigation, the corrosion problem at the Porterville
State Hospital is an economic burden as well as a potential hazard to the physical safety of the personnel and to the structures at
the institution.

From December 1954 to the present, the institution has reported 17 leaks in the approximately 11,500 L.F. of gas lines.
Several times the escaping gas has been reported to have collected in the sewer system and the steam tunnel which connect to all
of the wards. Such a condition could result in the gas being accidentally ignited by a spark or flame.
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