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Thank you for this opportunity to present the relationship of your plastic industry to the building of highways. Highways are
designed by highway engineers and built by the highway construction industry, both of whom are well versed in the usual materials
of highway construction. These are earth, aggregates, asphalts, Portland cements, metals, and timber products.

The use of plastics in highway construction is progressing but the progress is necessarily slow. The modern highway is involved
more in public safety than any other type of structure. In addition it requires the spending of a great deal of public monies. This
responsibility urges caution but at the same time requires the utilization to their utmost economy of all available materials. So as to
place the highway picture in perspective, it might be well to look at the recommended budget for State highways alone in California
only. This budget for the coming fiscal year is slightly in excess of $633 million of which $509 million will be spent on highway
construction including rights of way.

In order to show how plastics can and do fit into the highway picture, it appears that an orderly presentation of the various
components that go to make up the highway structure would be appropriate. It must be remembered for a material to be used in
highway construction it must (1) provide the desired service economically and (2) it must be subject to control by a competitive
specification.
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