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Introduction:

On Tuesday, May 6, 1969, indications of distress in the form of cracking and settlement appeared on a portion of the pavement of
Interstate Route 80 near Pinole, California. Efforts to restore the damaged surface of the heavily traveled freeway during the next
few days were ineffective as the deterioration of the roadway progressively worsened. It soon became apparent that the distress
reflected an unstable condition within the embankment or its underlying foundation, and by Sunday morning, May 11, the prospect
of a massive failure appeared imminent. It was therefore decided to close the road at midday in the interest of public safety. The
Highway Patrol was notified, traffic was diverted, and police forces in nearby cities were alerted to prepare for unusual traffic over
alternate routes. A few hours after these precautions were taken, over 400 feet of embankment slid out leaving a single lane of the
roadway in place, as shown in Photographs 1 and 2.

This paper describes the ensuing investigation of this abrupt and total disruption of a major arterial highway and the corrective
treatment employed to restore the roadway to a permanent and serviceable condition.
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