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A. The Problem
Sand and cinders used along with salt for de-icing the pavement under winter conditions must be removed periodically in the

developed areas. This is presently done with highway sweepers which pick up about 90% of the material. The remainder is left to be
washed away during rain runoff or whipped off by traffic, causing dust. The sweeping operation is also a source of dust.

There have been many local area complaints about this dust problem. It can properly be classified as both an air and water
quality problem.

Complaints have also been received from residents in the Echo Summit area regarding the use of cinders. It is claimed that the
cinders do not lend themselves as readily to being carried away by wind and water action and therefore tend to build up along the
road, causing an unsightly appearance and inhibiting plant growth.

Resistance to being carried away is considered desirable from the standpoint of reduction of silt and dust. Further evaluation is
necessary to determine whether plant growth is in fact affected by this material.
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