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1.
Welcome and Introductions

· Tom Neumann opened the meeting.

2.
Opening Remarks

· Joan Sollenberger explained that Brian was visiting with the Southern California 

Association of Governments (SCAG), and Terry Abbott was filling in for Brian. 

· The Department is busy working on the overall budget and the May revision, focusing on the   proposed budget as well as the Fund Estimate that the California Transportation Commission (CTC) adopts. This year the Department is proposing a two-tier Fund Estimate to the CTC depending on 1) the federal reauthorization bill and 2) how the state budget provides for Proposition 42 provisions. 

· The Department expects the Fund Estimate may be approved or adopted in the August/September 2005 timeframe. The Department is also waiting for state budget approval, with some of the programs like GoCalifornia unknown at this time. We can’t know for certain if there will be significant changes in the budget, but for planning it is looking more and more as proposed, with a budget hopefully by July 2005. 

· While there is no update on GoCalifornia at this time, there are three bills in the legislature dealing with GoCalifornia: bills dealing with design-build, design sequencing, and public-private partnerships.

· Joan attended a Healthy Cities Conference in Berkeley a few weeks ago, a conference also attended by Laura Cohen and State Senator Torlakson. She was impressed with the scope of public health field that has tied their agenda to planning. While public health officials were in the majority, there was still a good mix of county health officials, planning professionals, and non-profit advocacy groups like Rails to Trails attending, discussing such hot issues such as obesity and air quality. The Department’s early efforts with DHS are proving to be a good fit and paying dividends in this area. 

· This was Rick Land’s first attendance at the ATLC since assuming his position as the Department’s Transportation Engineer. Rick expressed his pleasure attending, and indicated that he had just attended a national meeting of AASHTO over the weekend, where the President of that body identified the three focus areas for that association: reestablishing transportation as a national policy; project delivery and the people these projects serve; and the recognition of the missing link between land use and transportation—the need to continually consider development in relation to transportation. 

· Joan reaffirmed this as her position as an AASHTO Standing Member on Planning, and her work on Safety Conscious Planning. She indicated that the consensus at AASHTO was “what’s happening in California impacts us”. These are real issues for the “long-haul” and we need to ensure we include land use and transportation in our planning efforts.   

3.
Legislative Update

· Ted Link-Oberstar mentioned the Department is tracking several bills. The Department also has an approved position on one bill—a “Neutral” position on AB 56 (reinstate code section for bike signals).

· Laura Cohen asked if the Department was aware of SB-523 (Torlakson), which keeps BTA funding at current levels of approximately $7 million. Ted indicated the Department had analyzed the bill, but the Department was waiting for feedback from Agency.

· Ted indicated that Ken De Crescenzo would discuss the federal Transportation Bill. 

· Ken provided an update on federal Transportation Bill. The House Bill (HR3) and Senate version are different. While these bills are difficult to reconcile, both sides agreed to get the bill off the floor by the end of the week. It is anticipated it will then be in conference for 1-2 weeks through the end of May. The Department is working with a consensus group to track some issues: preserving funding for California and funding for planning. 

· On the transit side, California may have an uphill battle protecting its traditional share of 18% of the transit funds.  Ken also indicated that there was a proposal in the Senate SAFETEA bill that would have tied SAFETEA funding to 1) growing states based on rate of growth and 2) high density states.  The latter would disadvantage California as written--with density defined as population divided by state total geographic area, rather than the densities of urban areas. Californian would support an amendment that provides a more realistic definition of high-density. 

4.
ATLC Action Plan Item Update

a. Flexible Design Update – Keith Robinson 

Lots of interest in the new publication Main Streets: Flexibility in Design and Operations; to date one-third of the 12,000-copy printing has been distributed.  There is also interesting work being initiated in Gateway Monuments program, a two-year pilot program for “main street” conventional highways as well as freeways. There is also a review to allow more flexibility in design standards, an area cited in a recent Cal Poly study of trees in medians. The draft guidance is being coordinated around the Department. There was member interest in commenting on the guidance. 

b. CSS Training – Keith Robinson

There was considerable interest in the CSS training effort, including interest among local partners, with four classes held to date and several more through the end of the calendar year. External groups to date have been huge. The Department has been working with UC Berkeley to shorten the training for delivery to the Districts after the more formal training—ensuring more exposure to CSS within the Districts (successful in two districts to date). Wendy commented that she had attended the training and found it to be excellent. Wendy asked Carolyn Dudley to address the CSS issues at the next Bicycling and Walking conference, and Carolyn indicated that Aileen Loe (District 5) will represent her at that Conference.

c. Safe Routes to Schools – Terry Abbott and Ken McGuire indicated that the interim guidance was on the Caltrans web site (awaiting latest federal SAFETEA guidance). Terry indicated that Cycle 5 allowed the applicants to follow a non-federal process that was probably a lot easier than any federal process would have been. Notices would be sent out shortly that the deadline for Cycle 6 is fast approaching.  

d. BTA Grants – Ken McGuire

Ken announced that the Bicycle Transportation Act grants were oversubscribed with $40 million in applications for a pool of $7 million for the current FY 05/06 cycle. The Department received approximately 182 applications—where it normally awards 30-45 projects. The Department is considering BTA evaluations June 15-16, and has requested the participation of Laura Cohen.  

e. Right of Way/Abandoned RR Corridors Evaluation Study – Matt Paul, Laura Cohen

Laura delivered a PowerPoint presentation of the study. She presented two deliverables from this study—the database and the final report. She indicated the GIS would be a very useful tool for the Department and its partners, and that the next phase should include a discussion of how to get the most value out of the deliverables with potential projects. There is also the challenge of the huge amount of data and how to successfully tie into the data for non-motorized planning (i.e., the NM Blueprint effort, BTA/SR2S projects, etc.). Laura recognized the Department for supporting the study, and also recognized the efforts of the consultant—Nelson/Nygaard Consulting Associates. Matt Paul and Victoria Coulter indicated that there was an email on the report and the database, and the committee asked how to ensure widest dissemination. That study is at http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/rail/pubs/abandondedrow/rowreport.pdf.  Terry indicated he has access to a large audience through the District Local Assistance contacts in the local agencies, and would follow-up with them to distribute the report. Laura recommended circulation within the Headquarters, and Joan offered circulation to Systems Planning, CTIS, and the Infill database, among others. 

Note: DHS physical activity efforts/Obesity Prevention Summit – Lisa Cirill, DHS 

Lisa was unable to attend the meeting. 

5.
Goods Movement Action Plan – Joan Sollenberger

· Joan Sollenberger provided background information on the Draft Goods Movement Action Plan--one implementation piece of GoCalifornia. She emphasized that this is an important piece, since goods movement is so important to the state economy. The Action Plan will include a project list that could add huge benefits to California. The economy is only part of the three E’s (economy, environment and equity). However, it’s the more important part, as we cannot impact the other two positively without a robust economy. In addition, this goods movement action plan may have considerable environmental or community impacts, and there will probably be a huge price associated with this effort in order to mitigate these environmental impacts. Chris Morfas addressed a concern that goods movement might also have a negative effect on bicycling and walking, as goods tend to cross the same corridors used in bicycling and walking. Joan indicated that the Alameda Corridor—at a cost of $2.4 billion—was a giant mitigation for port expansion and bifurcating communities (i.e., the I-710). Community interest and activism in Southern California will probably ensure that mitigation is adequately addressed. The Committee expressed interest in commenting on this effort, and Chris Ratekin indicated the plan is on several web sites, including Caltrans, BTHA, and CalEPA.

6. 
Non-Motorized Improvements in Project Development Procedures – Mary Beth Herritt, Ilene Gallo

· Ilene provided two Project Initiation Documents (PID) and the draft Chapter 9 from the PDPM for review, including an overview the Project Development Procedures Manual, a discussion of how CSS and non-motorized are being integrated into the manual, and a review of the draft checklist, etc. She also provided a package that included the Simplified Statewide and Regional Planning and Programming Cycle, with explanation of the planning, programming, and project delivery process; and examples of non-motorized efforts in the Districts, as well as the Project Initiation Document Planning Scoping Checklist that will be included as an attachment in the next edition of the PDPM.  The checklist will be included in the PID and provided to the project engineer to influence and direct the project “purpose and need.” Chris Morfas requested the checklist be forwarded to CBAC for review by the bicycle experts on that committee with knowledge to ask the right questions—Ken McGuire will address at a future meeting of CBAC. Mary Beth Herritt from Division of Design is the Department’s contact for the PDPM (Gold Book) and she indicated the entire update of the PDPM would involve a two-year process, including an update of Chapter 31—Non-motorized. Wendy requested the approximate timeframe for Chapter 31 revision and was told it was dependent on the timing for getting the consultant for that revision onboard. Mary Beth also offered to take input and comment from the group throughout the revision process. She requested emails to her <Mary_Beth_Herritt@dot.ca.gov> and she will send e-files.

7.
Implementation of CA Blueprint for Bicycle Planning and Walking-- Non-Motorized Management Steering Group – Terry Abbott, Ken McGuire

· Terry Abbott and Ken McGuire shared the draft charter and NM matrix of activity priorities with ATLC members for feedback and ideas.

· There were several discussion issues with this agenda item. The emphasis from the members was recognition that the local agencies do control considerable funding for the non-motorized efforts, but that Caltrans needs to take the “bully pulpit” to advocate that local agencies in fact accommodate non-motorized efforts. Joan reminded the membership that Caltrans has taken a strong advocacy role, has engaged local governments, can influence guidelines for the CTC, for Local Assistance, etc.; but, she reminded everyone that this is only the beginning of the process. There was extensive discussion on performance measures, and the need for research on the data needed to support these performance measures. Laura indicated that the Department could do more if it had more resources (i.e., more funding in the BTA, etc.); and a better feel for best practices from other states. Joan reminded the membership that the state lacks the statutory authority in a lot of these areas, and that the Blueprint effort is, at the end of the day, merely advisory. Chris Morfas indicated that the state at least has the ability to identify the things that need to happen (Department staff believes that the spreadsheet does attempt to do that). Joan indicated we need to know the extent of the bicycling and walking issues (i.e., realistic baseline of the current bicycling and walking activities); Terry indicated we need data that relates to the pedestrian and bicycling activity, the correct denominator in the data.
· Joan summarized that the membership can help us with a review of the matrix, helping us establish the priorities.  She also pointed out that Terry Abbott is the lead for the effort, and that any ideas or comments on the Blueprint process need to go to Terry and Ken McGuire.
8.
Transportation Planning Grants – Joan Sollenberger

· Joan indicated that the Department would soon be announcing that $9 million in planning grants were awarded in the FY 04/05 and the FY 05/06 cycles.

9. 
Open Discussion – Everyone

· Most of the open discussion took place during the agenda topics. There was no time left for further discussion as the meeting went past the scheduled timeframe.

10.
Closing Remarks – Joan Sollenberger

· The next ATLC meeting will be August 9, in Room 2116. Tom Neumann closed the meeting.

Attendees:

Tim Bustos, California Bicycle Coalition

Laura Cohen, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy 

Lief Christiansen, Local Government Commission 

Anne Geraghty, Walk Sacramento

Wendy Alfsen, California Walks

Chris Morfas, Odyssey

Robert McCracken, Odyssey

Ron Vicari, Sacramento County (SACDOT) 

Glen Campora, Housing and Community Development

Robert Smith, Housing and Community Development

Terry Abbott, Department, Division Chief, Local Assistance 

Gale Ogawa, Department, Division Chief, Mass Transportation

Joan Sollenberger, Department, Division Chief, Transportation Planning

Rick Land, Department, Project Delivery

Ted Link-Oberstar, Department, Legislative Affairs

Ken DeCrescenzo, Department, Federal Relations

Tom Neumann, Department, Planning

Keith Robinson, Department, Design

Ilene Gallo, Department, Planning

Mary Beth Herritt, Department, Planning

Sharon Scherzinger, Department, Planning

Helen Rainwater, Department, Planning

Pam Korte, Department, Planning

Ken McGuire, Department, Local Assistance

Matt Paul, Department, Rail

Victoria Coulter, Department, Rail

Chris Ratekin, Department, Planning

Larry Rillera, Department, Legislative Affairs

Del Deletetsky, Department, Planning

PAGE  
2

