Active Transportation and Livable Communities (ATLC)
Advisory Group Meeting
Thursday, February 17, 2011 – 1:00 PM – 3:30 PM 
California Department of Transportation, Headquarters
1120 N Street, Sacramento, CA -- Director’s Board Room 2116


Meeting Summary Notes

1. Welcome and Introductions

Chris Ratekin, Department of Transportation (Department) Division of Transportation Planning, opened the February 17, 2011 meeting and requested introductions from the members present and on the telephone.
	ATTENDANCE

	External Agencies
Wendy Alfsen, California Walks
Melinda Benson, Housing and Community Development
Jim Brown, California Bicycle Coalition
Lisa Cirill, California Department of Public Health Services
Laura Cohen, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy – Western Region (via Telephone)
Judy Corbett, Local Government Commission
Jacquolyn Duerr, California Department of Public Health 
Chris Morfas, Sacramento Metro Air Quality Management District
Janet Myles, Housing and Community Development
Bob Planthold, California Pedestrian Advisory Committee
Terry Preston, WALKSacramento


	Caltrans
Martin Tuttle, Deputy Director, Planning and Modal Programs
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Sharon Scherzinger, Interim Division Chief, Transportation Planning
Steve Takigawa, Deputy Director, Maintenance and Operations
Denix Anbiah, CEA III, Local Assistance
Anthony Tavares, CEA III, Maintenance
Terry Abbott, CEA III, Design
Nathan Smith, Interim Division Chief, Mass Transportation
Bruce De Terra, Transportation Planning, Chief, System & Freight Planning
Yin-Ping Li, Local Assistance
Chris Ratekin, Community Planning
Eric Fredericks, Community Planning
Leslie Mazzeo, Community Planning
Collette Armao, Aeronautics
Pam Korte, State Planning
Scott Sauer, Mass Transportation
Joan Sollenberger, Traffic Operations
Wayne Henley, Traffic Operations
Nancy Knofler, Traffic Operations
Kevin Herritt, Design
Annette Clark, Projects/Plan Coordination
Rick Guevel, Programming
Gabriel Corley, State Planning
Jila Priebe, Mass Transportation
Tremain, Downey, Transportation System Information
Keith Robinson, Design, Landscape Architecture
Maggie O’Mara, Design (via Telephone)
Katie Benouar, District 4 (via Telephone)
Pedro Ramirez, District 6 (via Telephone)
David Sosa, District 7 (via Telephone)
Miya Edmonson, District 9 (via Telephone)
Chris Schmidt, District 11 (via Telephone)


2. Opening Comments

Martin Tuttle, Deputy Director, Planning and Modal Programs, informed members that agenda Item #10, ADA Infrastructure Program Update, will be discussed at the next ATLC meeting on May 19, 2011. State departments are currently experiencing a hiring freeze. Some of the goals of the next ATLC meeting are to provide an update of the consolidation of planning efforts by the Department into one single document and to provide a demonstration of Caltrans’ new technology called Caltrans Earth. Caltrans Earth is a great source of information to be used internally and will eventually be made available to Caltrans’ partner agencies. 

3. HCD Catalyst Grant Program 

Melinda Benson, Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), provided an update on the HCD Catalyst Grant Program. Projects were selected throughout the State. Funded by Proposition 1C, the Program embodies the goals of SB 375 and is designed to incentivize innovative land use planning and green building strategies. Gold Catalyst Communities will receive $1.3 million and Silver Catalyst Communities will receive $500,000.

Janet Myles, Department of Housing and Community Development, reported that there were thirteen designees: 5 gold, 3 silver, and 3 bronze. Information regarding the HCD Catalyst Grant Program and the designees was provided.  The following link provides more information on the program http://www.hcd.ca.gov/hpd/catalyst_project_rfp_1209.pdf.  For more information on the designees, visit http://www.hcd.ca.gov/hpd/cpcsspp.html.    

4. Statewide Household Travel Survey and Update on 2008 NHTS Data Analyses

Tremain Downey, Transportation System Information, opened the discussion with a brief overview of the California Household Travel Survey. The survey is a collaboration between Caltrans, Metropolitan Planning Organizations, Regional Transportation Agencies, as well as others, and will help the Department to obtain information on issues challenging California. The survey will also allow the Department to obtain actual data, versus opinion or preference. The National Household Travel Survey is now complete and the data is available. The Department is willing to provide assistance to partner agencies with their analysis needs but will require a signed confidentiality statement to maintain the confidentiality of the information released. 

Gabriel Corley, State Planning, reported on the analysis of the NHTS California Add-On data. A grant project in the amount of $119,000 is expected to begin April 1, 2011 and end 
March 31, 2013.  This project will analyze data to better understand non-motorized travel in California and the key factors that influence this mode choice. The desired outcome will produce four research reports and an executive summary that will: show who is walking/biking, how much, when, and for what purpose; provide practitioners with an improved understanding of patterns that shape non-motorized travel in California; show modeling results that will identify key factors that will be used towards the development of effective policies, which will ultimately increase non-motorized travel.
    

5. Safe Routes to School (SR2S) Guidelines and Advisory Committee

Yin-Ping Li, Local Assistance, provided an update on the two SR2S Programs. A call-back was completed in October 2010 for the State Legislative SR2S Program for cycle nine; 85 projects have been approved for $24.2 million. More information on the two programs may be found at http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/LocalPrograms/saferoutes/saferoutes.htm. The next call for projects will go out this fall for the 2011-12 fiscal year. A call for projects under the Federal SR2S Program will go out in April 2011, with applications due in late June 2011. The call will be for two years of funding with a total of $46 million available for funding. The guidelines are currently being reviewed by the Department and an updated draft will be made available at the end of February 2011 for the Advisory Committee to review. The Department is also working with a vendor to create an online application and will develop an SR2S website specific to California that will support the planning, development, and sustainability of the SR2S Program.

6. Statewide Transit Strategic Plan

Jila Priebe, Mass Transportation, provided a brief update on the Transit Strategic Plan. The project began in May 2010 and is scheduled for completion on October 31, 2011. The Department is continuing to work on the baseline conditions and a committee comprised of 22 transit operators will provide input and analysis on the project. The Department is currently working with UCLA to complete the project. The six originally scheduled workshops have been reduced to three workshops in order to focus more on individual interviews with transit operators. Caltrans will then develop an action plan.

7. California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD)  

Wayne Henley, Chief, Office of Signs, Markings and External Support, Traffic Operations, explained that the Department is responsible for maintaining design standards for all traffic control devices. Both California and the Federal government have issued their own versions of the MUTCD and the Department is currently working towards adopting the policies from the Federal version into the California version. Specialists will review different sections of the document to assist in producing a proposed draft copy of the 2011 California MUTCD. The draft is also currently open for comment on the following website http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/traffops/signtech/mutcdsupp/ca_mutcd2011_draftrevisions.htm. For more information regarding the California Traffic Control Devices Committee visit http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/traffops/signtech/newtech/index.htm.   

8. State Highway Operation and Protection Program (SHOPP)

Steve Takigawa, Deputy Director, Maintenance & Operations, provided information regarding the SHOPP and explained how SHOPP projects are prioritized.










9. DD-64-R1 Complete Streets Implementation Plan

Eric Fredericks, Community Planning, reported that there are 73 implementation items identified on the Complete Streets Implementation Action Plan, which includes the California Add-On, Statewide Strategic Transit Plan, SHOPP, and CA MUTCD. Steady progress is being made in all of these areas.  

· Highway Design Manual Revision 

Kevin Herritt, Design, reported that the internal and external partner review will be posted on March 14, 2011 for a six week time period at the following website http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/oppd/hdm/hdmtoc.htm. The target date for completion of the Highway Design Manual is July 1, 2011. The delivery schedule was provided to the group. How can the Department obtain commentary from ATLC members? 

Bob Planthold, California Pedestrian Advisory Committee, suggested that commentary be categorized by agency affiliation and/or location of commenter in order to determine whether the comment is relevant to California related issues or not. In addition, more targeted questions may be asked of the commenter in order to obtain a clearer understanding of the comment itself. 

Action Item: 

Martin Tuttle, Deputy Director, Planning and Modal Programs, recommended holding a workshop in order to collect commentary from ATLC members.     

· Main Streets Guide Revision

Lara Justine, Landscape Architecture, Design, reported that the Department continues to have a multi-disciplinary team work on the Main Streets Guide update. The outline was submitted to ATLC members for review and some feedback was received. The first draft of the Main Streets Guide will be available for comment from April 15, 2011 through May 16, 2011. The second draft is expected to be available for comment in late summer, 2011.  

· System Planning Guidelines

Bruce De Terra, Transportation Planning, reported that the Department is continuing to review data from all districts to determine the quality and commonality of information that is being made available to the public. The objective is to provide consistent guidance on how plans are developed and to produce a common set of performance measures across all plans. A list of some of the performance measures that the Department is proposing will be provided at the next ATLC meeting scheduled on May 19, 2011. The goal is to have an understanding of what conditions currently exist on each segment of the highway, what deficiencies exist for each mode, and what the long term goals are so that a project development team will have a starting point when developing and/or implementing a project.






Future Agenda Item:

ADA Lawsuit Settlement Update 


Due to time constraint, the following agenda items will be discussed at the next ATLC meeting: 

DD-64-R1 Complete Streets Implementation Plan

· Project Development Procedures Manual Revision


10. Closing Remarks 

Martin Tuttle, Deputy Director, Planning and Modal Programs, would like to have the next ATLC meeting scheduled for May 19, 2011 begin at 1:30 pm instead of 1:00 pm.

Terry Preston, WALKSacramento, suggested that the amount of items on future agendas be reduced in order to focus more time discussing each agenda item.

Wendy Alfsen, California Walks, announced that the California Office of Traffic Safety is holding a 
bi-annual traffic safety seminar on April 20-22, 2011. The registration deadline is March 1, 2011.


	 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Remaining 2011 Meeting Schedule – May 19
					   1:30 to 3:30 PM, Caltrans Headquarters’ Room 2116
    August 18, November 17
					   1:30 to 3:30 PM, Caltrans Headquarters’ Room 2116

Caltrans Contacts

Alyssa Begley – 916-651-6882   Leslie Mazzeo – 916-653-3726
DOTP/OCP/ATLC/NOTES 02/17/2011		

