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Environmental Analysis

SUMMARY - DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT, STATE ROUTE 80 IN
SACRAMENTO AND PLACER COUNTIES — CONSTRUCT FREEWAY IMPROVEMENTS
IN CITRUS HEIGHTS, ROSEVILLE AND ROCKLIN

ISSUE:

The California Transportation Commission (Commission) is being asked to review and comment at
the June 2004 Commission mecting on the following Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR):

e 03-Sac-80, KP 27.8/29.0 (PM 17.3/18.0), 03-Pla-80, KP 0.0/8.3 (PM 0.0/5.1). Construct
freeway improvements in Citrus Heights, Roseville and Rocklin.

PROGRAMMING:

The project is currently programmed in the 2002 State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP)
for $6.5 million for Project Approval & Environmental Document (PA&ED). The project is not
fully funded. Total cost of the project is estimated to be $161 million - capital and support costs.
The strategy for construction will be to break the project down into phases. Phase I of the proposed
improvements, Traffic Operations System (TOS) elements and an auxiliary lane between Riverside
Avenue and Douglas Boulevard, is scheduled to begin in FY 2005-06. This phase will be fully
funded upon adoption of the 2004 STIP. It is expected that future phases will be funded with
regionally controlled sources of funding including federal demonstration funds, developer funds,
Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ), and Regional Improvement Program (RIP) funds.

ALTERNATIVES BEING CONSIDERED:

* Alternative 1 — Add a mixed flow lane in each direction of I-80. Add an auxiliary lane on
eastbound I-80 between the Auburn Boulevard/Riverside Avenue and Douglas Boulevard
interchanges, and on westbound I-80 between the Atlantic Street and Douglas Boulevard
interchanges. Improve ramp configurations, including High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) bypass
lanes. Add Traffic Operation System (TOS) enhancements.
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* Alternative 2 — Similar to Alternative 1, except that addition of an HOV lane is proposed instead
of a mixed flow lane. California Highway Patrol (CHP) enforcement areas would also be added
in the median.

» Alternative 3 — Install only one eastbound I-80 auxiliary lane between the Aubumn
Boulevard/Riverside Avenue and Douglas Boulevard interchanges. Install all TOS elements for
the length of the project.

*  Alternative 4 — No build.

POTENTIAL SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS:

= No potentially significant environmental effects identified. Under CEQA, all impacts are less
than significant, or less than significant with mitigation.

PROPOSED MEASURES TO MINIMIZE HARM:

» Implement Best Management Practices (BMPs) and adhere to the Department of Transportation
(Department) statewide permit and project-specific permits pertaining to water quality.

=  Properly dispose of any hazardous waste.

»  Use BMPs and comply with the Department’s Standard Specifications for air pollution control
and dust control to mitigate temporary construction-related emission impacts.

» Incorporate noise abatement measures where feasible. Coordinate with cities on aesthetic design,
screen with appropriate vegetation. Regulate construction noise with standard specifications.

» [dentify Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESAs) at the edge of designated work areas to prevent
additional impacts to wetlands, other riparian vegetation and waterways.

» (Construct and maintain barriers to prevent muddy water from flowing into streams.

*» Remove all temporary fill for stream crossing/work.

» Identify, evaluate and tag native trees, perform replacement planting.

= Prepare an erosion control and revegetation plan.

» Revegetate with native species.

» (lean potential noxious weed sources from off-road construction equipment before entry to site.

» Discourage migratory bird species from nesting on structures. Protect established nesting sites in
the work area during construction.

» (Conduct in-water work during the period between salmon runs and when juvenile salmon are
least likely to be present. Allow free passage of salmonids in Miners Ravine and Cirby Creek.

»  Select light fixtures for low-angle illumination and minimum intensity for safety.

Attachments
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Chapter 1 Project Description

Figure 2 — Vicinity Map

In and near Sacramento and Placer counties from 1.1 km (0.7mi) west of the
Sacramento/Placer County line to 1.56 km (~1mi) east of the SR 65 connector in

Placer County.
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Executive Summary

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), in coordination with the
counties of Sacramento and Placer, has initiated environmental review and
preliminary design on the Interstate 80 (I-80) Freeway Improvement Project. This
project proposes to address current recurring peak period congestion as well as more
prolonged future congestion by adding capacity in each direction on mainline I-80
from 1.1 kilometers (0.70 miles) west of the Sacramento/Placer County line to
approximately 1.56 kilometers (0.97 miles) east of the State Route 65 connector in
Placer County. The total length of the proposed project 1s 9.5 km (5.8 miles).

Alternatives

There are currently three build alternatives and a no-build alternative under
consideration for improving the roadway system. The three build Alternatives are
consistent with the Sacramento Area Council Of Governments (SACOG) I-80
Corridor Study Investment Strategy Report. The addition of auxiliary lanes for the
three build alternatives is one of the components of the short-term strategy while the
addition of the High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes for Alternative 2 is a
component of the long-term strategy for the I-80 corridor (see Table 3). The
estimated cost of construction for the alternatives ranges from approximately $10
million to $89 million including right-of-way costs (see Table 4). When approved,
this project will be proposed for programming by the California Transportation
Commission (CTC) for final design and construction in the State Transportation
Improvement Program (STIP). The following is a brief summary of the alternatives
(see Chapter 2 of this DEIR for more in-depth alternative comparisons).

Alternative 1

This alternative proposes to improve freeway operations by adding a mixed-flow lane
in each direction of 1-80, an auxiliary lane addition in the eastbound direction on I-80
between the Auburn Boulevard/Riverside Avenue and Douglas Boulvard
interchanges as well as in the westbound direction of I-80 between the Atlantic Street
and Douglas Boulevard interchanges, improved ramp configurations, and Traffic
Operation System (TOS) enhancements. The improved ramp configurations would
include HOV bypass lanes. Permanent proposed features such as sound walls,
retaining walls, and tieback walls would be aligned to provide enough space for the
ultimate built roadyway facility.
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Alternative 2

This alternative is similar to Alternative 1, except that an HOV lane addition is
proposed instead of a mixed flow lane. In addition, California Highway Patrol (CHP)
enforcement areas will be added in the median.

Alternative 3

Alternative 3 proposes the installation of only one eastbound I-80 auxiliary lane
between the Auburn Blvd/Riverside Ave. and Douglas Blvd interchanges. Included
is installation of all TOS elements for the length of the project.

Alternative 4 “No-Build”

The fourth alternative, the no-build Alternative, proposes to maintain the existing
freeway geometric configurations without any mainline capacity improvements,
auxiliary lanes, or TOS elements.

Areas of Known Controversy

An Initial Study/Negative Declaration (IS/ND) pursuant to the California
Ervironmental Quality Act (CEQA) was prepared for this project in April of 2003
and subsequently circulated for public review. A Notice of Determination (NOD)
was posted at the State Clearinghouse on June 30, 2003. However, a lawsuit was filed
on the same day by the Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District
(SMAQMD) and received by Caltrans on August 1, 2003. The SMAQMD contended
that Caltrans failed to comply with the requirements of CEQA because this project
could have a significant environmental impact on the existing air quality from
construction emissions and that this potential impact was not adequately analyzed in
the IS/ND. In light of the lawsuit, Caltrans decided to do a more in depth analysis of
the potential impacts that construction emissions may have on the existing air quality.
Therefore, in compliance with CEQA Section 15073.5(d), Section 3.3 of this DEIR
analyzes subsequent air quality emissions modeling and discusses any impacts that
construction equipment generated emissions may have on the air quality adjacent to
the project.




Potential Environmental Impacts

Table 1, on the following pages, briefly describes the potential environmental impacts
that may occur if any improvements along this segment of I-80 are approved and
constructed. Since the build alternatives (Alternatives 1 & 2 and to a lesser degree
Alternative 3) would have essentially the same effects on the existing resources and
are within the same area of study, please consider all mitigation, minimization, and
avoidance measures applicable to all build alternatives. See also Chapter 3 of this
DEIR for more in depth discussion of the potentially affected resources and
environmental impacts associated with this project.
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