
Memorandum 
 
 
To:  CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS Date: June 19, 2009 
 
 
From: BIMLA G. RHINEHART File: Book Item 2.2c (4) 
  Executive Director  Action 
 
 
Ref:  Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report for the Silicon Valley Rapid 

Transit Corridor Project (Resolution E-09-55) 
 
 
ISSUE:  Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, accept the Final Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Report (FSEIR), Findings, and Statement of Overriding Considerations 
for the Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor Project (project) and approve the project for 
consideration of funding? 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends that the Commission accept the FSEIR, Findings 
and Statement of Overriding Considerations and approve the project for consideration of 
funding. 
 
BACKGROUND:  The project begins at the planned BART Warm Springs Station (to be 
implemented in 2014) in Fremont and proceeds on the former Union Pacific Railroad right of 
way through Milpitas to near Las Plumas Avenue in San Jose.  The extension would then 
descend into a subway tunnel, continue through downtown San Jose, and terminate at grade in 
Santa Clara near the Caltrain Station.  The total length of the alignment would be 16.1 miles.  Six 
stations are proposed with an additional future station in Milpitas.  Passenger service for the 
BART Extension Project would start in 2016, assuming funding is available.  
 
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) prepared the FSEIR in accordance with 
CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines.    The FSEIR updates the information presented in the 2004 
Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) prepared by VTA.  The 2004 FEIR analysis was 
based on 10 percent design plans prepared during the conceptual engineering design phase of the 
project.  The FSEIR describes the design changes and evaluates the associated environmental 
impacts of the project at the 35 percent design level.  The FSEIR is based on a planning horizon 
to the year 2030 while the FEIR planning horizon was through the year 2025.  On June 7, 2007, 
the VTA Board of Directors certified the FSEIR, and adopted Findings, Facts in Support of 
Findings, Statement of Overriding Considerations, and a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 
Program.  
 
The FSEIR identified significant and unavoidable impacts related to transportation and transit at 
traffic intersections; energy; noise and vibration at two residences; and traffic, parking and noise 
during construction.  Significant and unavoidable effects identified in the 2004 FEIR were 
deleted and/or replaced with revised measures in the FSEIR due to design changes and updated 
information.  
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 The VTA Board of Directors found that the unavoidable significant effects are acceptable based 
on overriding considerations due to improvements in public transit service and modal options, 
enhancements to regional connectivity, reduction in congestion on highways and supporting road 
networks, improvements to regional and sub-regional air quality, improvements to mobility 
options, maximization of transit usage and ridership, and support for local economic and land use 
plans.  
 
The project is estimated to cost $7,586,550,000.  The project is anticipated to be funded with 
TCRP ($648,567,000), Local Measure ($6,187,983,000), and Federal Transit Administration 
Section 5309 ($750,000,000) funds.  Construction is anticipated to begin in Fiscal Year 2009/10. 
 
 
 
Attachments 
1. Resolution E-09-55 
2. Project Location 
3. Findings, Facts in Support of Findings, 

Statement of Overriding Considerations 
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Resolution for Consideration of Funding  
03-SAC 

Resolution E-09-55 
 
 
1.1 WHEREAS, the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA)  has 

completed a Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report pursuant to the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines for the 
following project: 

 
• Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor 

 
1.2 WHEREAS, the VTA Board of Directors has certified that the Final Supplemental 

Environmental Impact Report has been completed pursuant to CEQA and the State 
CEQA Guidelines for its implementation; and 

 
1.3 WHEREAS, the project would extend the Bay Area Rapid Transit service 16.1 

miles from Fremont through Milpitas to near Las Plumas Avenue in San Jose and 
terminate in Santa Clara; and 

 
1.4 WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a Responsible Agency, 

has considered the information contained in the Final Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Report; and 

 
1.5 WHEREAS, Findings made pursuant to CEQA guidelines indicate that specific 

unavoidable significant impacts related to transportation and transit at traffic 
intersections; energy; noise and vibration at two residences; and traffic, parking and 
noise during construction make it infeasible to avoid or fully mitigate to a less than 
significant level the effects associated with the project; and 

 
1.6 WHEREAS, the VTA Board of Directors adopted a Statement of Overriding 

Considerations for the project; and 
 
1.7 WHEREAS, the VTA Board of Directors adopted a Mitigation Monitoring and 

Reporting Program for the project; and 
 
1.8  WHEREAS, the above significant effects are acceptable when balanced against the facts 

as set forth in the Statement of Overriding Considerations. 
 
2.1  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation 

Commission does hereby accept the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report, 
Findings and Statement of Overriding Considerations and approve the above referenced 
project to allow for consideration of funding. 

 



Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor Final EIR

Figure 1,2-1: Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor

1.2-2 Executive Summary


















































































