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SUMMARY: 
 
The California Department of Transportation (Department) will request that the California 
Transportation Commission (Commission) approve the requested State Transportation Improvement 
Program (STIP) amendment at the next scheduled Commission meeting following the notice period. 
 
ISSUE: 
 
The Department proposes to amend the 2012 STIP for the Route 98 Widening (West of Route 111) 
Phase 1 project (PPNO 0549A) in Imperial County to: 
 

• Program $4,500,000 of Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act:  A 
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) Border Infrastructure Program (BIP) funds to 
Construction in Fiscal Year (FY) 2014-15;  

• Down scope the project limits; and, 
• Revise the funding plan.   

 
The Imperial County Transportation Commission concurs with this request.   
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Route 98 Widening project in Imperial County will widen the freeway from two to four lanes 
for approximately 2.6 miles.  The project is currently funded for Right of Way Capital and Support 
only with $1,457,000 from STIP - Interregional Improvement Program funds and $2,400,000 from 
federal demonstration funds.  The Environmental phase was completed under a separate project 
(PPNO 0549) in 2009.  The design and construction phases are currently unfunded.   
 
The General Services Administration and Department of Homeland Security are partners working to 
reconfigure the Calexico Port of Entry which is located south of Route 98 on Cesar Chavez 
Boulevard at the border of Mexico.  As a result, the City of Calexico (City) is developing a separate 
project in the vicinity of the Route 98 project.  It is anticipated that the City’s project will negatively 
impact the Route 98 Widening project by diverting additional traffic onto Route 98 earlier than 
expected.  This amendment proposes to down scope the unfunded Route 98 Widening project by 
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reducing the project limits and adding available local and federal funds in order to fully fund a 
segment of the project. This will mitigate the anticipated traffic congestion on Route 98 in a timely 
manner.  The Department plans to request a construction allocation in advance of the programmed 
delivery year 2014-15. 
 
The proposed funding plan for the down scoped project is shown as follows:   
 
REVISE: Route 98 Widening (West of Route 111) project (PPNO 0549A)  
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