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Mz, James C. Ghielmetti, Chair
California Transportation Comnission
1120 N Street, Room 2233 (MS-52)
Sacramento, CA 95814

SUBJECYT: Support for Rail Extension to Monterey County Project

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I am writing to express my strong support for the Rail Extension to Monterey County Project,

The Rail Extension to Monterey County service will provide transportation alternatives for those
traveling from Salinas to the Silicon Valley, San Francisco Bay Area, and as far north as
Sacramento. The rail cortidor between Gilroy and Salinas is located in my congressional district,
and this project will make a significant differenee in the lives of my constituents by increasing
regional and interregional transportation alternatives for the heavily congested corridors between
San Jose and Monterey County. Extension of Capitol Corridor rail service from San Jose to
Salinas will initially add two daily round trip trains, eventually expanding to six daily round trip
trains, with a schedule oriented to thie daily business commuter.

Fast, convenient, reliable, safe, and cost-effective public transportation is important to the
economy, air quality, congestion mitigation, and overall mobility of the region.

I enthusiastically endorse this important altemative transportation project and ask that you

approve the project’s funding requests at the June 11, 2013 CTC meeting. Thank you for your
consideration of this project.

Sincerely,

ANt rarr
Member of Congress

CC: Debra Hale, Executive Director, Transportation Agency for Monterey County

PAINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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May 17, 2013

James C. Ghilemetti, Chair

California Transportation Commission
1120 N Street, Room 2233 (MS-52)
Sacramento, CA 95814

SUBJECT: Support for Rail Extension to Monterey County Project

Dear Chair Ghilemetti:

I would like to express support for the Rail Extension to Monterey County Project. The extension
of Capitol Corridor rail service from San Jose to Salinas will initially add two daily round trip
commute hour trains, eventually expanding to six daily trains. As a member of the Senate
Transportation and Housing Committee, I understand the importance of convenient, reliable and
cost effective public transportation. This project can play a role in strengthening the California
economy and improving overall mobility in Monterey County.

This project will make a significant difference in the lives of my constituents in Monterey
County by providing new transportation options for those traveling from Salinas to the Silicon
Valley, San Francisco Bay Area and as far north as Sacramento. [ strongly support shifting the
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority Traffic Congestion Relief Program funding to
Gilroy track improvements for this important regional rail project. I also support the request to
allow a portion of allocated Proposition 116 funds to be used for planning activities and staff
time costs, and to update the project schedule to a 2018 start of operations.

Thank you very much for your consideration. I respectfully ask that you approve the project’s
requests at the June 2013 CTC meeting.

Sincerely,
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Anthony Eiann?ﬁa £
Senator, 122th District

S5 Debra Hale, Executive Director, Transportation Agency for Monterey County
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May 28,2013 Commission meeting: June 11,2013

James C. Ghilemetti, Chair

California Transportation Commission
1120 N Street, Room 2233 (MS-52)
Sacramento, CA 95814

SUBJECT: Support for Rail Extension to Monterey County Project

Dear Chair Ghilemetti:

I am writing to express support for the Rail Extension to Monterey County Project. The extension of
Capitol Corridor rail service from San Jose to Gilroy and Salinas will initially add two daily round trip
commute hour trains, eventually expanding to six daily trains.

As the State Senator representing 950,000 residents in Santa Clara County, this project will provide a
new transportation option for residents traveling to Salinas for recreation, or for employees or students
who live in Monterey County and travel to the Silicon Valley for work or school, supporting the
regional economy.

With your approval of the project’s requests at the June CTC meeting, the Transportation Agency for
Monterey County will be just $5 million short of the capital funds needed to initiate the "kick-start"
project to bring two daily round trip trains from Salinas and Gilroy to San Jose, continuing on to
Sacramento. The Capitol trains will be extensions of the two new trains that are coming to San Jose, a
separate project that I also support. Thank you for your consideration of the project’s requests, and I
urge for your support of this important alternative transportation project.

Sincerely,
- W
Beall

State Senator
15th Senate District

cc: Debra Hale, Executive Director, Transportation Agency for Monterey County
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May 16, 2013

James C. Ghilemetti, Chair

California Transportation Commission
1120 N Street, Room 2233 (MS-52)
Sacramento, CA 95814

SUBJECT: Support for Rail Extension to Monterey County Project

Dear Chair Ghilemetti:

I am writing on behalf of the Capitol Corridor Joint Powers Authority (CCIPA) to submit our
support for the Rail Extension to Monterey County Project. The extension of Capitol Corridor
trains from San Jose to Salinas will initially add two daily round trip trains, eventually expanding
to six daily round trip trains, with a schedule oriented to the frequent work-based traveler as well
as student and leisure/tourism travel markets.

As part of their efforts to provide a transportation alternative for its residents traveling to the
Silicon Valley and beyond, the Transportation Agency for Monterey County (TAMC) has been
evaluating the extension of Capitol Corridor service from San Jose to Salinas. The CCIPA is
heavily engaged in working with Northern California passenger rail providers on the future
service plans for the Capitol Corridor and are incorporating TAMC's Salinas extension service
planning efforts into the comprehensive service expansion initiatives.

Pursuant to the Principles of Agreement recently adopted by the CCJPA and TAMC, the parties
are working collaboratively to secure capital funding for this project.

To that end, the CCJPA supports the proposal to shift the Santa Clara Valley Transportation
Authority Traffic Congestion Relief Program funding to Gilroy track improvements for this
interregional rail project. The CCJPA also supports the request from TAMC to allow a portion of
allocated Proposition 116 funds to be used for planning activities and staff time costs, and to
update the project schedule to a 2018 start of operations.

The CCJIPA respectfully requests that the California Transportation Commission approve the
allocation requests for the Salinas/Monterey train extension project at the June 2013 CTC
meeting.

Thank you for your consideration of this project.

Sincerely,

David B. Kutrosky
Managing Director

cc: CCJPA Board Directors
Bill Bronte, Chief, Division of Rail
Debra Hale, Executive Director, Transportation Agency for Monterey County
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May 14, 2013 ' Commission meeting: June 11, 2013

James C. Ghielmetti, Chair

California Transportation Commission
1120 N Street, Room 2233 (MS-52)
Sacramento, CA 95814

SUBJECT: Support for Rail Extension to Monterey County Project
Dear Chair Ghielmetti:

I am writing on behalf of the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) to express
support for the Rail Extension to Monterey County Project. The extension of Capitol Corridor
rail service from San Jose to Salinas is planned to add two daily round trip commute hour trains,
eventually expanding to six daily trains. :

On May 2, 2013, the VTA Board of Directors unanimously approved requesting the transfer of
$18 million in Traffic Congestion Reliel Program funding from Caltrain South County
Improvements to Gilroy track and capacity improvements for this regional rail project. VTA also
supports the request from the Transportation Agency for Monterey County to allow a portion of
allocated Proposition 116 rail bond funds to be used for planning activities and staff time costs,
and to update the project schedule to a 2018 start of operations.

The Capitol Corridor extension to Salinas will provide a new option for commuters traveling
from Monterey County and South Santa Clara County to Silicon Valley, the San Francisco Bay
Area and as far north as Sacramento, Expanding passenger rail service to Monterey County will
assist in our mutual goal to increase regional and interregional transportation alternatives,

VTA supports this sought after allernative transportation project and asks that you approve the
project’s requests at the June California Transportation Commission meeting, Thank you for
your consideration of this project.

Sincerely,

//%ij#/ 1% &Wf‘

Michael T. Burns
General Manager

cc: Debra Hale, Executive Director, Transportation Agency for Monterey County

3331 Horth First Street « San Jose, CA 951341906 - Adminislralion 408.321.5555 « Customer Service 408.321.2300
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May 21,2013
For June 11, 2013 Commission Meeting

James C. Ghielmetti, Chair

California Transportation Commission
1120 N Street, Room 2233 (MS-52)
Sacramento, CA 95814

SUBJECT:  Support for Rail Extension to Monterey County Project

Dear Chair Ghielmetti:

The Silicon Valley Leadership Group writes to express support for the Rail Extension to
Monterey County Project. The extension of Capitol Corridor service from San Jose to Salinas
will initially add two daily round trip commute hour trains, eventually expanding to six daily
trains.

The Silicon Valley Leadership Group, founded in 1978 by David Packard of Hewlett-
Packard, represents more than 375 of Silicon Valley's most respected employers on issues,
programs and campaigns that affect the economic health and quality of life in Silicon Valley,
including energy, transportation, education, housing, health care, tax policies, economic
vitality and the environment. Leadership Group members collectively provide nearly one of
every three private sector jobs in Silicon Valley and have more than $3 trillion in annual
revenue.

The Leadership Group and its Transportation Policy Committee (TPC) advocate for Silicon
Valley’s long-term economic health and quality of life by increasing the ease in which Silicon
Valley employees, residents, and cargo move through and within the Valley and minimizes
the impact of that travel on the environment. The extension of Capitol Corridor service to
Salinas will provide a new option for commuters traveling from Monterey County and South
Santa Clara County to Silicon Valley, San Francisco Bay Area and as far north as Sacramento
in line with the goals of the TPC.

On May 1, 2013, the TPC unanimously voted in support of the project to extend Capitol
Corridor service from San Jose to Salinas. The TPC supports the request to shift Santa Clara
Valley Transportation Authority Traffic Congestion Relief Program funding to Gilroy track
improvements for this regional rail project. The TPC also supports the request from the
Transportation Agency for Monterey County to allow a portion of allocated Proposition 116
rail bond funds to be used for planning activities and staff time costs, and to update the
project schedule to a 2018 start of operations.

The Silicon Valley Leadership Group supports this important alternative transportation
project and respectfully asks that you approve the project’s requests at the June CTC meeting,.
Thank you for your consideration of this project.

Sincerely,

Vo

Jessica Zenk
Senior Director, Transportation Policy

cc: Members of the CTC; Debra Hale, Executive Director, Transportation Agency for
Monterey County
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May 24, 2013 Commission meeting: June 11, 2013

James C. Ghielmetti, Chair
California Transportation Commission
1120 N Street, Room 2233 (MS-52)

- Sacramento, CA 95814

SUBJECT: Support for Rail Extension to Monterey County Project

Dear Chair Ghielmetti;

[ am writing on behalf of the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission
(SCCRTC) to express support for the Rail Extension to Monterey County Project. The extension
of Capitols service from San Jose to Salinas will initially add two daily round trip commute hour
trains, eventually expanding to six daily trains.

The SCCRTC supports the request from the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA)
to shift Traffic Congestion Relief Program (TCRF) funding to Gilroy track improvements for
this regional rail project. The SCCRTC also supports the request from the Transportation Agency
for Monterey County (TAMC) for allocation of Proposition 116 funds for planning and other
activities associated with the Rail Extension to Monterey County Project.

The Capitols extension to Salinas will provide a new option for commuters traveling from
Monterey County, Santa Cruz County and South Santa Clara County to Silicon Valley, the
San Francisco Bay Area and as far north as Sacramento. The project includes a new station at
Pajaro, where potential future service on the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line, recently acquired by
SCCRTC, could connect with the extended Capitols service.

The SCCRTC supports this important alternative transportation project and asks that you
approve the VTA and TAMC requests for this project at the June CTC meeting. Thank you for
your consideration of this project.

Sincerely,

o< /\)io A

George Donde '

Executive Director

ee: Debra Hale, Executive Director, Transportation Agency for Monterey County

S:\Correspondence Logs\CORRESP-Outgoing\2013\05 13\ TAMCRailSupp05242013.doc

HMEMBER AGENCIES Cities of Capitola, Sanla Cruz, Scotts Valley and Watsonville, County of Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz Metropolitan Transit District, Caltrans



MONTEREY-SALINAS TRANSIT

TRANSIT DISTRICT MEMBERS:

City of Carmel-by-the-Sea « City of Del Rey Caks = Cliy of Gonzales * Cify of Greenfield
Clty of King = Cliy of Marina « Cfiy of Monterey * City of Pacific Grove « Cliy of Sailnas
City of Sand City « Clfy of Seaside * City of Soledad « Counly of Monterey

May 15,2013

James C. Ghilemetti, Chair

California Transportation Commission
1120 N Street, Room 2233 (MS-52)
Sacramento, CA 95814

SUBJECT:  Support for Rail Extension to Monterey County Project
Commission meeting: June 11, 2013

Dear Chair Ghilemetti:

I am writing on behalf of the Monterey-Salinas Transit District (MST) to express support for the
Rail Extension to Monterey County Project. The extension of the Capitol Corridor inter-city rail service
from San Jose to Salinas will initially add two daily round-trip commute-hour trains, eventually
expanding to six daily trains. MST has been coordinating with the Transportation Agency for Monterey
County (TAMC) on this project and will continue to work to ensure the project is integrated into the
regional transit network with bus connections at Monterey County stations.

MST supports TAMC’s request to shift Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority Traffic
Congestion Relief Program funding to Gilroy track improvements for this regional rail project. And, MST
would also support TAMC’s request to allow a portion of allocated Proposition 116 rail bond funds to be
used for planning activities and staff time costs (if permitted under current CTC program regulations) and
to update their rail project schedule to a 2018 start of operations.

The Capitol’s extension to Salinas would provide a new option for commuters traveling from
Monterey County, Santa Cruz County, and South Santa Clara County to the Silicon Valley, San Francisco
Bay Area, and as far north as Sacramento.

MST supports this important rail project and asks that you approve the project’s requests at the
June CTC meeting. Thank you for your consideration of this project.

Sincerely,

Carl Sedoryk
General Manager

ce: Debra Hale, Executive Director, TAMC
Christina Watson, Principal Transportation Planner, TAMC

One Ryan Ranch Road * Monterey, California 93940-5703 USA « Fax 831.899.3954 » Phone 831.899.2558 or 888.MST.BUS1
www.mstorg » e-mail: mst@mst.org
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May 15, 2013 Commission meeting: June 11, 2013

Mz. James C. Ghielmetti, Chair
California Transportation Commission
1120 N Street, Room 2233 (MS-52)
Sacramento, CA 95814

SUBJECT: Support for Rail Extension to Monterey County Project

Dear Chair Ghielmetti:

I am writing on behalf of the Monterey County Board of Supervisors to express support for the
Rail Extension to Monterey County Project. The extension of Capitol Corridor rail service from
San Jose to Salinas will initially add two daily round trip trains, eventually expanding to six daily
trains, with a schedule oriented to the frequent work-based traveler.

Initiating rail service in Monterey County will assist the Transportation Agency for Monterey
County in meeting its goal to increase regional and interregional transportation alternatives for
the heavily congested corridors between San Jose and Monterey County. Fast, convenient,
reliable, safe, and cost-effective public transportation is important to the economy, air quality,
congestion mitigation, and overall mobility. The Rail Extension to Monterey County service will
provide transportation alternatives for those traveling from Monterey County to the Silicon
Valley, San Francisco Bay Area and as far north as Sacramento.

Monterey County supports this important alternative transportation project and requests your
approval of the project’s funding requests at the June 2013 CTC meeting. Thank you for your
consideration of this project.

Sincerely,

L2rensT

Fernando Armenta
Chair, Board of Supervisors

Cc: Debra Hale, Executive Director, Transportation Bob Murdoch, Public Works Director, Monterey County
Agency for Monterey County Charles J. McKee, County Counsel, Monterey County
Monterey County Board of Supervisors Clerk of the Board, Monterey County
Lew C. Bauman, CAO, Monterey County John E. Arriaga, JEA & Associates

Nicholas Chiulos, Assistant CAO, Monterey County Brent R. Heberlee, Nossaman LLP
Benny Young, RMA Director, Monterey County '

Clerk of the Board - 168 W, Alisal St., Salinas, California 93901 - (831) 755-5066 - cob @ co.monlerey.ca.us



City of Salinas

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR » 200 Lincoln Avenue - Salinas, California 93901 « (831) 758-7201 » Fax {831) 756-7368

May 21, 2013 Commission meeting: June 11, 2013

Mr. James C. Ghielmetti, Chair
California Transportation Commission
1120 N Street, Room 2233 (MS-52)
Sacramento, CA 95814

SUBJECT: Support for Rail Extension to Monterey County Project

Dear Chair Ghielmetti:

I am writing on behalf of the City of Salinas to express support for the Rail Extension to
Monterey County Project. The extension of Capitol Corridor rail service from San Jose to
Salinas will initially add two daily round trip trains, eventually expanding to six daily trains, with
a schedule oriented to the frequent work-based traveler.

The extension of Capitol’s service to Salinas is an important addition to the transportation
options for residents. Jnitiating rail service in Monterey County will assist the Transportation
Agency for Monterey County in meeting its goal to increase regional and interregional
transportation alternatives for the heavily congested corridors between San Jose and Monterey
County. Fast, convenient, reliable, safe, and cost-effective public transportation is important to
the economy, air quality, congestion mitigation, and overall mobility.

The Rail Extension to Monterey County service will provide transportation alternatives for those
traveling from Salinas to the Silicon Valley, San Francisco Bay Area and as far north as
Sacramento. This project will support the economic vitality of the City of Salinas, a city of
153,000 residents and one experiencing among the highest unemployment levels in the State.
The project is a high priority transportation project for the City of Salinas.

The City of Salinas supports this important alternative transportation project and asks that you
approve the project’s funding requests at the June 2013 CTC meeting. Thank you for your
consideration of this project.

Sincerely,

!‘Joe Gunter
Mayor

cc:  Salinas City Council
Salinas City Manager
John E. Arriaga, JEA & Associates :
Debra Hale, Executive Director, Transportation Agency for Monterey County

[A\AdminCMADMINMayoriMayor 2013\Ltr 038 Salinas - CTC- TAMC Rail Support.docx



CITY OF WATSONVILLE

“Opportunity through diversity; unity through cooperation”

May 14, 2013 Commission meeting: June 11, 2013

Mr. James C. Ghielmetti, Chair
California Transportation Commission
1120 N Street, Room 2233 (MS-52)
Sacramento, CA 95814

SUBJECT: Support for Rail Extension to Monterey County Project
Dear Chair Ghielmetti:

The City of Watsonville would like to extend its support for the Rail Extension to
Monterey County Project. The extension of Capitol Corridor rail service from San Jose
to Salinas will initially add two daily round trip trains, eventually expanding to six daily
trains, with a schedule oriented to the frequent work-based traveler.

Initiating rail service in Monterey County will assist the Transportation Agency for
Monterey County in meeting its goal to increase regional and interregional
transportation alternatives for the heavily congested corridors between San Jose and
Monterey County. Fast, convenient, reliable, safe, and cost-effective public
transportation is important to the economy, air quality, congestion mitigation, and overall
mobility.

The Rail Extension to Monterey County service will provide transportation alternatives
for those traveling from Monterey County and southemn Santa Cruz County to the Silicon
Valley, San Francisco Bay Area and as far north as Sacramento. This project will
support the economic vitality of the City of Watsonville, a city of 51,000 residents and
one experiencing among the highest unemployment levels in the state.

The City of Watsonville supports this important alternative transportation project and
asks that you approve the project’s funding requests at the June 2013 CTC meeting.
Thank you for your consideration of th|s project.

Sincerely,

AL owell Hurst
Mayor
City of Watsonville

Copy: Debra Hale, Executive Director, Transportation Agency for Monterey County

275 Main Street, Suite 400 e Watsonville e California e 95076 ¢ (831) 768-3008
wwyw.cityofwatsonville.org




CITY OF MARINA
211 Hillcrest Avenue
Marina, CA 93933
831-884-1278; FAX 831-384-9148
www,ci.marina.ca.us

May 22, 2013 Commission meeting: June 11, 2013

Mr. James C. Ghielmetti, Chair
California Transportation Commission
1120 N Street, Room 2233 (MS-52)
Sacramento, CA 95814

SUBJECT: Support for Rail Extension to Monterey County Project

Dear Chair Ghielmetti:

I am writing on behalf of the City of Marina to express support for the Rail Extension to
Monterey County Project. The extension of Capitol Corridor rail service from San Jose to
Salinas will initially add two daily round trip trains, eventually expanding to six daily trains, with
a schedule oriented to the frequent work-based traveler. :

Initiating rail service in Monterey County will assist the Transportation Agency for Monterey
County in meeting its goal to increase regional and interregional transportation alternatives for
the heavily congested corridors between San Jose and Monterey County. Fast, convenient,
reliable, safe, and cost-effective public transportation is important to the economy, air quality,
congestion mitigation, and overall mobility. The Rail Extension to Monterey County service will
provide transportation alternatives for those traveling from Monterey County to the Silicon
Valley, San Francisco Bay Area and as far north as Sacramento.

The City of Marina supports this important alternative transportation project and asks that you
approve the project’s funding requests at the June 2013 CTC meeting. Thank you for your
consideration of this project.

Sincerely,

[LA P

Bruce Delgado
Mayor
City of Marina

Copy: Debra Hale, Executive Director, Transportation Agency for Monterey County

Serving a World Class Community
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May 29, 2013

James C. Ghilemetti, Chair

California Transportation Commission
1120 N Street, Room 2233 (MS-52)
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:  Support for Rail Extension to Monterey County Project
Deat Chairman Ghilemetti:

I am writing in suppott of the Rail Extension to Montetey County Project submitted by Transportation
Agency for Monterey County (TAMC). The extension of Capitol Corridor 1ail setvice from San Jose to
Salinas will initially add two daily round-trip commute hour trains, eventually expanding to six daily trains.
The project would also encoutage transit oriented developments around the stations in Pajaro/Watsonville
(primarily serving Santa Cruz County), Castroville and Salinas, setving my constituents in both Montetey
and Santa Cruz Counties.

Initiating rail service in Monterey County will assist TAMC in meeting its goal of developing additional
alternatives for regional and intetregional transportation. The tail service will also connect to the planned
Monterey Branch Line project, providing public transit options to and from the Monterey Peninsula and
beyond, enhancing overall regional mobility.

Convenient, reliable and cost-effective public transportation is important for economic growth, air quality
management and congestion mitigation efforts. I suppott shifting the Santa Clara Valley Transportation
Authority Traffic Congestion Relief Program funding to Gilroy track improvements for this regional rail
project. I also suppozt the request from TAMC to allow a portion of allocated Proposition 116 funds to be
used for planning activities and staff time costs, and to update the project schedule to a 2018 statt of
operations. '

Thank you for your consideration of this project. I respectfully ask that you approve the project’s requests
at the June CTC meeting. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

5%2 S

1K Stone
Assembly Member
29th Assembly District

cc: Debra Hale, Executive Director, Transportation Agency for Monterey County

Printed on Recycled Paper
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May 28, 2013

lames C. Ghilemetti, Chair

California Transportation Commission
1120 N Street, Room 2233 (MS-52)
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Support for Rail Extension to Monterey County Project
Dear Chair Ghilemetti:

As the Assemblymember representing the Monterey County Coast and South Santa Clara

County, | am writing to express my strong support for the Transportation Agency for Monterey
County’s rail extension project. The extension of Capitol Corridor rail service from San Jose to
Salinas will assist the Agency’s goal of increasing regional and interregional connectivity. This

will provide transportation mobility for Monterey and Santa Clara County residents to access
jobs, health care, and education in the Silicon Valley. ' "

As fuel prices soar, commuters are seeking options to avoid driving alone. Shifting the Santa
Clara Valley Transportation Authority Traffic Congestion Relief Program funding to Gilroy track
improvements is important in increasing rail and freight capacity along this corridor. | am also
supportive of the Transportation Agency’s request to allow a portion of allocated Proposition
116 funds to be used for planning activities and staff time costs, and to update the project
schedule to a 2018 start of operations.

| strongly support this important alternative transportation project and ask that you approve
the project’s requests at the June CTC meeting. Thank you for your consideration. If you have
questions, you may reach me at (831) 759-8676 or via email at
Assemblymember.Alejo@asm.ca.gov

Sigicerely,

L]

uis A. Alejo
Assemblymemb
30th District

cc: Debra Hale, Executive Director, Transportation Agency for Monterey County
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May 28. 2013 Commission meeting: June [1, 2013

James C. Ghilemetti, Chair

California Transportation Commission
1120 N Street, Room 2233 (MS-52)
Sacrament, CA 95814

SUBJECT: Support for Rail Extension to Monterey County Project

Dear Chair Ghilemetti:

We are writing on behalf of the Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments
(AMBAG) to express support for the Rail Extension to Monterey County Project. The
extension of Capitol service from San Jose to Salinas will initially add two daily round
trip commute hour trains, eventually expanding to six daily trains.

As the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the three-county Monterey Bay Area,
AMBAG is responsible for developing the Sustainable Communities Strategy for the
regional plan. Alternative transportation projects such as the extension of Capitol
Corridor trains to Salinas are key to reducing the region's carbon footprint and meeting
the requirements set forth in state law via Assembly Bill 32 and Senate Bill 375 related to
climate change and greenhouse gas emissions reductions.

AMBAG supports the request to shift Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority
Traffic Congestion Relief Program funding to Gilroy track improvements for this
regional rail project. AMBAG also supports the request from the Transportation Agency
for Monterey County to allow a portion of allocated Proposition 116 rail bond funds to be
used for planning activities and staff time costs, and to update the project schedule to a
2018 start of operations.

AMBAG supports this important regional alternative transportation project and asks that
you approve the project requests at the June CTC meeting. Thank you for your
consideration of this project.

Sincerely, :
Kenneth Talmage (N\Iarm;@womey
President Executive Director

cc:  Debra Hale, Executive Director, Transportation Agency for Monterey County

Planning Excellence!
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May 31, 2013

James C. Ghilemetti, Chair

California Transportation Commission
1120 N Street, Room 2233 (MS-52)
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Chair Ghilemetti:

SENATE CAPITOL OFFICE
STATE CAPITOL, ROOM 4086
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814
PHONE: (916) 6514017

MONTEREY DISTRICT OFFICE
99 PACIFIC AVE., SUITE 575-F
MONTEREY, CA 93940
PHONE: (831) 657-6315

SAN LUIS OBISFO DISTRICT OFFICE
1026 PALM STREET, SUITE-201

SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA 93401
PHONE: (805) 549-3784

GILROY DISTRICT OFFICE

7800 ARROYQ CIRCLE, SUITE-A
GILROY, CA 95020

PHONE: (408) 847-6101

SANTA CRUZ DISTRICT OFFICE
701 OCEAN STREET, SUITE 318-A
SANTA CRUZ, CA 95060

PHONE: (831) 425-0401

WERB: hitp://sd17.senate.ca.qov/

This letter is to express my support for the transfer of $18 million from the Santa Clara Valley
Transportation Authority to the Transportation Agency for Monterey County (TAMC).

The Rail Extension of Capitol Corridor service from San Jose to Salinas will initially add two
round trip daily commute trains and, soon thereafter, six trains daily. The transfer of funds
between the Santa Clara Transportation Authority and TAMC will fund track improvements, as
well as facilitate the Rail Extension for the Monterey County Project. Additionally, TAMC has
submitted a request to the California Transportation Commission that would allow the agency to
allocate a portion of its Proposition 116 funds to the planning and staff costs associated with the
Capitol Corridor Extension, as well as to update the start of operations to 2018 in the project

schedule.

The Rail Extension of Capitol Corridor service to Monterey County will provide a needed source
of alternative transportation in this large geographical region, and I urge your support for the
request to transfer funds between the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority and the

Transportation Agency for Monterey County.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

A

WILLIAM W. MONNING
Senator, 17™ District
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