
 

  STATE OF CALIFORNIA                      CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

 

M e m o r a n d u m 
 

To:  CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS 
  

CTC Meeting: January 22, 2015   

 Reference No.: 2.2b  
 Action  

 
 
 

From:  SUSAN BRANSEN 
 Interim Executive Director 

 

 
Subject: DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT/ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

(DEIR/EA) FOR THE INTERSTATE 680 (I-680) NORTHBOUND HIGH OCCUPANCY 
VEHICLE (HOV)/EXPRESS LANE PROJECT                      

            04-SCL-680, PM 6.5/9.9, 04-ALA-680, PM 0.0/12.4 (PPNO 0177, 0587E, TCRP Project #4) 
 

ISSUE:  
 
Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, provide comments in response to the DEIR/EA for 
the I-680 Northbound HOV/Express Lane Project in Santa Clara and Alameda Counties? 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
Staff recommends that the Commission make no comments relative to the alternatives or environmental 
impacts addressed in the DEIR/EA.  However, staff recommends that a letter be sent to Caltrans that 
states the following: 

 

− The Commission has no comments with respect to the alternatives or environmental impacts 
addressed in the DEIR/EA. 

− The Commission recommends that Caltrans and its partners identify and secure the necessary 
funding to complete the project. 

− As this project is programmed in the 2014 State Highway Operation and Protection Program 
(SHOPP) and the Traffic Congestion Relief Program (TCRP), and actions under the purview of 
the Commission are anticipated, upon completion of the final environmental document, 
notification should be provided to the Commission as a Responsible Agency. 

 
BACKGROUND:   
 
Caltrans is the designated CEQA/NEPA Lead Agency responsible for the environmental review of 
the project.  The I-680 Northbound HOV/Express Lane Project will construct an approximately 15-
mile HOV/Express Lane on northbound I-680 from south of State Route (SR) 237 in Santa Clara 
County to north of SR 84 (Vallecitos Road) in Alameda County. For additional project information 
and summaries of the alternatives and environmental impacts please see Caltrans’ memorandum 
included as agenda item 2.2b. 
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 Reference No.:   2.2b.  
   Action Item 
 
From:     NORMA ORTEGA 
 Chief Financial Officer 

Prepared by:  Katrina C. Pierce, Chief 
 Division of 
 Environmental Analysis 

      
Subject:  COMMENTS ON DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORTS 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The California Department of Transportation (Department) recommends that the California 
Transportation Commission (Commission) review and comment at the January 2015 Commission 
meeting on the following Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR): 

 
ISSUE: 
 
04-SCl-680, PM 6.5/9.9, 04-ALA-680, PM 0.0/12.4  
 
This project in Santa Clara and Alameda Counties will construct a high occupancy vehicle/express 
lane on northbound Interstate 680 (I-680), and rehabilitate the existing roadway.  The project is 
programmed in the Traffic Congestion Relief Program and the 2014 State Highway Operation and 
Protection Program.  The project is not fully funded.  Depending on the alternative selected, the total 
estimated cost is approximately $380,500,000 for capital and support.  Depending on the availability 
of funding, construction is estimated to begin in Fiscal Year 2016-17. 
 
Alternatives considered for the proposed project include: 
 
• Build Alternative – This alternative proposes to construct, in multiple phases, an 

HOV/express lane facility on northbound I-680 from State Route 237 to State Route 84. 
   

• No Build Alternative. 
 
The decision to prepare an EIR was made due to a substantial amount of public controversy 
surrounding the project associated with the proposed removal of five historic trees.  Impacts 
of the project include: 

 
• Biological Resources 
• Noise 
• Paleontological Resources 
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The following measures would be incorporated to minimize impacts of the project: 
 

• Compensatory mitigation for jurisdictional water features. 
• Compensatory mitigation for the California Tiger Salamander. 
• Compensatory mitigation for the California Red-Legged Frog. 
• Compensatory mitigation for the Alameda Whipsnake. 
• Compensatory mitigation for Oak Woodlands. 
• Potential compensatory mitigation for central California coast steelhead. 
• Noise abatement measures as required. 
• A Paleontological Evaluation Report will be prepared and, if needed, a 

Paleontological Mitigation Plan will be prepared and implemented. 
 

 
Attachment 
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