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  RECOMMENDATION: 

The California Department of Transportation (Department) recommends the California 
Transportation Commission (Commission) adopt Resolution of Necessity (Resolution) 
C-21382 summarized on the following page.  This Resolution is for a transportation project on 
State Route 98 in District 11, in Imperial County. 

ISSUE: 

Prior to initiating Eminent Domain proceedings to acquire needed right of way for a programmed 
project, the Commission must first adopt a Resolution, stipulating specific findings identified 
under Section 1245.230 of the Code of Civil Procedure, which are: 

1. The public interest and necessity require the proposed project.
2. The proposed project is planned or located in the manner that will be most compatible

with the greatest public good and the least private injury. 
3. This property is necessary for the proposed project.
4. An offer to acquire the property in compliance with Government Code Section 7267.2

has been made to the owner of record.

In this case, the property owner is contesting the Resolution and has requested an appearance 
before the Commission.  The primary concerns and objections expressed by the property owner are 
that the proposed project is not designed, planned or located in the manner that will be most 
compatible with the greatest public good and the least private injury and that the offer of 
compensation does not comply with Government Code, specifically the conclusion of nominal 
value for permanent easements.  The owner’s objections and the Department’s responses are 
contained in Attachment B. 

BACKGROUND: 
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Discussions have taken place with the property owner, whose offer in compromise has been 
accepted and, where applicable, advised of any relocation assistance benefits to which they may 
subsequently be entitled.  Adoption of the Resolution will not interrupt the Department’s efforts to 
secure an equitable settlement.  In accordance with statutory requirements, the owner has been 
advised that the Department is requesting the Resolution at this time.  Adoption will assist the 
Department in the continuation of the orderly sequence of events required to meet construction 
schedules. 
 
Extensive discussions have been ongoing between the property owner and the Department to 
address and resolve the issues.  Substantial progress has been made but in order to keep the  
project schedule, the Department is requesting that this appearance proceed to the  
December 9-10, 2015 Commission meeting.  A resolution will support the application to the 
California Public Utilities Commission for an order to construct, and/or mitigating considerable 
right of way delay costs that will accrue if efforts to initiate the condemnation process are not 
taken immediately to secure legal possession of the subject property. 
 
C-21382 - Union Pacific Railroad 
11-Imp-98-PM 32.0 - Parcels 35022-1 and 35023-1 - EA 080239. 
Right of Way Certification Date:  12/15/15; Ready To List Date:  12/16/15.  Conventional 
highway – widening on State Route 98.  Located in the city of Calexico near  
Cesar Chavez Boulevard.  Assessor Parcel Numbers 058-010-012 and 058-245-001. 
 
 
Attachments: 
Attachment A - Project Information 
Exhibit A1 and A2 - Project Maps 
Attachment B - Parcel Panel Report 
Exhibit B1 and B2 - Parcel Maps 
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PROJECT INFORMATION 

PROJECT DATA  11-IMP-98-PM 32.0 

    EA:  080239/11-0002-0357 
 
Location: State Route (SR) 98, at the intersection of Cesar Chavez Boulevard 

in the City of Calexico (City), Imperial County, CA  
 
Limits: Eady Avenue west to Ollie Avenue  
 
Cost:    Construction Cost:  $6,899,000 
    Right of Way Cost:  $1,847,000  
 
Funding Sources:  IIP – National Hwy System (NH) 

HSIP – Highway Safety Improvement Program 
Federal Demo (TEA21) 
CBIP – California Border Infrastructure Program  
Local Transportation Fund (City of Calexico) 
Developer Traffic Mitigation 

  
Number of Lanes:  Existing: Two through lanes plus one turning lane 

Proposed:  Four through lanes of Highway plus two turning lanes 
 
Proposed Major Features: Widening the existing SR 98 from two through lanes to four 

through lanes, signalize intersections and provide two additional 
turn lanes, improved shoulders and American Disability Act 
compliant sidewalks. 

 
Traffic:   11,754 (2012, ADT)/20,140 (2030 ADT) 
 
NEED FOR PROJECT 
 
U.S. General Services (GSA) has started a construction project to relocate and expand the 
Calexico West Border crossing which is the third busiest port of entry in California.  With its 
expansion and projected completion of Phase 1 in May 2018, the traffic will be increased 
crossing the border.  As a result, the City has started Design on a project to expand  
Cesar Chavez Boulevard from two lanes to four lanes to be open to traffic in Fall 2017.  
Department had completed a Project Report in September 2008 for the expansion of SR 98 to 
accommodate additional traffic and port of Entry traffic.  With the border project already started, 
it is essential to complete a portion of the original project to accommodate the new traffic 
volume due to port of entry expansion.  This will allow the traffic to use Cesar Chavez 
Boulevard, SR 98 and SR 111 to move across the US/Mexico border.  
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PROJECT PLANNING AND LOCATION 
 
The California Department of Transportation (Department) in cooperation with the City proposes 
to improve traffic operations, enhance bicycle and pedestrian safety, and improve drainage 
performance on SR 98 by widening the highway from two to four lanes, adding sidewalks,  
Class II bike-lane, and curb ramps on SR 98.  A grade separation for the Railroad was evaluated 
early on in the planning stage and was dismissed because of geometric and cost constraints.  The 
current (Phase 1-B) project is located in Imperial County in the city of Calexico on SR-98 from 
Eady Avenue to Ollie Avenue, PM 31.6 to PM 32.1. 
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