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November 2, 2010 
 

James Earp, Chair 
California Transportation Commission  
1120 N Street, Room 2221 (MS-52)  
Sacramento, CA 95814 

         
 

RE:  ATWATER-MERCED EXPRESSWAY  
 
Dear Chairman Earp: 
 
The support of the California Transportation Commission is critical for the 
initial phase of the Atwater-Merced Expressway (AME).  The economic 
development benefits and positive job effects on UC Merced, Castle Airport 
and the Ferrari Ranch project are substantial and would provide permanent as 
well as construction jobs for the area. 
 
Over the past three years, a true public-private partnership has emerged 
between MCAG, the County of Merced, UC Merced, Caltrans and the property 
owners within the right-of-way of AME.  Several property owners, including 
the Ferrari family, have agreed to provide land for the AME, including the 
replacement for the dangerous Buhach interchange.   
 
We understand that Caltrans has agreed to consider a proposal that would re-
allocate savings realized from other SR 99 projects into the design and 
construction of the Buhach-replacement interchange and the first leg of AME.  
MCAG estimates that this first segment could be completed by January 2013. 
 
However, none of the competition for these savings can point to the creation of 
18,000 – 20,000 permanent jobs as well as the hundreds of design and 
construction jobs (including Caltrans engineers) that the AME will produce. 
 
By way of background, Ferrari Ranch is a proposed 2,500,000 square-foot 
master-planned commercial/office/hospital site on 235 acres on SR 99 in 
Merced County between Buhach and Gurr Roads.  Ferrari Ranch is the site of 
the SR 99-Atwater-Merced Expressway (AME) interchange, replacing Buhach.   

 Ferrari Ranch, LLC  
…strategically planned to secure the future of Merced County                                                                        
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The AME link between Ferrari Ranch, Castle Airport and Development Center 
(Castle) and UC Merced is crucial for the economic development of 
economically hard-hit Merced County.     
 
CTC support to re-allocate savings to Phase 1 of the AME would kick-start this 
process.  We look forward to your participation in this exciting and important 
project 
 
Most respectfully, 
 
 
David Dolter, AICP 
Project Manager, Ferrari Ranch 
 
C’s: 
 
John Ferrari 
Jess Brown, MCAG 
Bill Gray, Gray-Bowen 
Mike Evanhoe, Gray-Bowen 
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