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All too often we read of an accident being caused by an automobile skidding out of control on wet pavement. Many factors,
including driver error and mechanical limitations of the vehicle, can contribute to this type of accident, and we are inclined to place
the blame primarily in this personal area. However, the engineering profession must be sure that all items within its control are not
contributing to the problem.

Within highway engineering, considerable emphasis has been given in the past to geometrics, with the expectation that the
natural character of the pavement materials would render them "skid proof." We now find this not to be always true, so we must give
special consideration to the characteristics of the pavement surface. This involves either building pavements with durable skid
resistant surfaces, or applying surface treatments to existing pavements to improve their skid resistance.

Several highway agencies throughout the world have been engaged in skid resistance research for several years. This article
discusses the findings in regard to the construction of high initial skid resistant pavements, and the restoration of existing
pavements to satisfactory skid resistance levels, with special emphasis on experience in California. However, before discussing
ways to improve pavement surface characteristics, it is necessary to explain what is meant by the term slippery pavement and what
properties characterize the frictional performance of pavements.
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